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Mary, Mother of God,
With Us on Our New Beginnings



2026 opens with the whisper of mercy,

“The Lord is gracious and merciful” (Ps 145:8).
Hope learns to breathe again in to wounded hearts,
Slow, patient, faithful to God’s promise.

We walk forward, not alone, not afraid,

For mercy goes before us, hope within.

+ Ambrose Pitchaimuthu
Bishop of Vellore




Shepherd's Voice
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A New Year Rooted in the Word,
Open to Unity, Grateful for God's Gifts

Dear Rev. Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The month of January opens before us like a fresh
page, inviting us to write upon it a story of faith,
gratitude, and renewed commitment. As we begin
the New Year 2026, the Church offers us rich moments of
grace that shape our journey as believers and as a diocesan
family.

New Year's Day: A Blessing for the Journey Ahead

The New Year begins under the loving gaze of God. As we
exchange greetings and good wishes, the Church invites us
to begin not merely with resolutions, but with trust. We place
the year ahead-its joys and uncertainties-into God's hands.
The Lord who has walked with us thus far will not abandon
us now. May this New Year deepen our confidence in God's
providence and renew our desire to live responsibly,
compassionately, and faithfully in our families, workplaces,
and parishes. Let us experience the intercession of the Holy
Mother of God, through whom we were found worthy to
receive the author of life, our Lord Jesus Christ.

Epiphany: Christ Revealed to All

The Feast of the Epiphany proclaims a powerful truth: Christ
is light for all nations. The Magi, guided by a star, represent
every seeker who longs for meaning and truth. Their journey
reminds us that faith is a pilgrimage-sometimes demanding,
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always transformative. Epiphany challenges our Diocese to be a
Church that reveals Christ clearly: through welcoming communities,
credible witness, and a missionary openness that transcends
boundaries of language, culture, and status. When we offer Christ

sincerely, others will find their way.
On the Feast of the Epiphany, on 6 Jan 26, the Universal Church

closes Jubilee Year 2025. Though the Jubilee celebrations conclude,
the grace of the Jubilee must continue. We have walked together as
Pilgrims of Hope, rediscovering reconciliation, mercy, and
communion. Now the task before us is to translate this grace into
daily life: sustained concern for the poor, arenewed love for Scripture,
deeper participation in the sacraments, and a synodal spirit of
listening and collaboration. A Jubilee ends; its fruits must endure.

Pongal: Gratitude Rooted in the Soil of Life

This month, we joyfully celebrate Pongal, the harvest feast, deeply
woven into our cultural and spiritual life. Pongal teaches us gratitude-
gratitude to God, to the earth, to farmers, and to all who labour
silently so that others may live. It reminds us that creation is not a
resource to exploit, but a gift to cherish. As we thank God for the
harvest, may we also recommit ourselves to ecological responsibility,
just economic practices, and solidarity with those whose labour often
goes unnoticed.

Sunday of the Word of God (25 January): “The Word of Christ
Dwells Among You”

The Sunday of the Word of God on the invitation of the Holy Father
Pope Francis' Aperuit Illis - invites the entire Church to renew its
love for Sacred Scripture. This year's theme, “The word of Christ
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dwells among you” (Col 3:16), reminds us that the Word is not distant
or abstract. It dwells among us-in our liturgies, our homes, our
decisions, and our struggles. [ urge every family to make space for the
Bible: to read it prayerfully, to listen to it attentively, and to allow it to
shape conscience and conduct. A Church rooted in the Word will
never lose its way.

The Unity Octave: Walking Together as One

January also draws us into the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Ina
fractured world, the call to unity is not optional; it is a Gospel
mandate. Unity does not erase diversity; it purifies it through love.
Let us pray sincerely for reconciliation among Christians, cultivate
mutual respect, and work together wherever possible for justice,
peace, and human dignity. Our unity will be the most credible witness
to Christ before the world.

Dear brothers and sisters, January gathers many beginnings into one
grace-filled month: a new year, arevealed Lord, a harvest thanked for,
a Word received, and a unity prayed for. May the Word of Christ truly
dwell among us, guide our steps, and shape our Diocese into a
community of hope and service.

With prayerful blessings for a joyful and fruitful New Year,

With mercy and hope,

+Ambrose Pitchaimuthu
Bishop of Vellore
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| BISHOP’S PROGRAMME |

Hyderabad

Pallikaranai

PMO, Bangalore

Holy Mass, Kaniyambadi

Feast Mass, Bagayam

CRIMeeting

Golden Jubilee Celebration of Cluny Sisters, Katpadi
Cathedral, Vellore

Silver Jubilee celebration of Deepam - FMA
community, Jawadhi Hills

Holy Mass, Don Bosco Mission Station,
Jawadhi Hills

College of Consultors Meeting

Feast Mass, Thenimalai

Confirmation, Theresapuram

Church Blessing, Oragadam

Silver Jubilee, Elapakkam

Cathedral, Vellore

Kolping India

TNBC Meeting

Nandri Maiyam - Mothers Conference
Auxilium, Gandhi Nagar, Vellore

Holy Communion Mass, Chrompet
Chapel blessing, Pallikonda

School day, Avoor

Monthly Recollection Cum Seminar
Chapel blessing, Sigaram, T.V. Malai
Besant Nagar
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HOLY FATHER’S INTENTION
For prayer with the Word of God

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be
nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our

communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary
Church.
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. sMISHEHWIET, FHlHEUETITETONMLDEMED Felps Caemel &FhisSHE60T
Buwserpr sHems. 140 Gsmelm 2 mulergser, 150 a6y

=1 ([N @ |I|E

=l




g".-Diocesan-News-l'.etter January—~2026=y|x

GW&&6T, 50 alleusmu gmis 2 mUUleTIE6T 6760 ELMSSLONE 340
BUT&6T HE0HSHIHEBTET0TL60TT. ShT HHeMS SMlerdgiped C\FWISIL|LD
ueoofl [Hlewmey QUMILD LToNNeNT&HEBSE 6UMLDSSHID, LDS6fleor
LDIT600TEMLIL|LD, SleUT&HEBHES6T SHoHGLD FoSlemw|d SlsGamel B
SMLIeTTT. SWHESHT HHensd SlHLLUevoll. M.SIDeENSHeoT SleuTs6i
geps Coemeu FmIBESHH6D GLDMHESTE00T(H 6UIHLD LDMHDMHISET LDHMILD
uedGeum FlLmiseT upMluD, eweu eLGUNS CFWEOLGSHSUILIBLD
GTEUTLIEMSWILD elenédl snnleoTny. (LPeUTevtnel SWSHESBT SHHeNSWITHEI,
uevofl mlemmey 6umib ussoflwmeTIsEH&S LY 6FLISHETT.
o _miullengsersd &SNlevgibed ufls: OSTGSLL EULDMRISLULLLSI.
SlemetTalHEHGLD D& 2 _6vorey LfionpliulLgl. SpBlspelnd ey
BWsE BT HHems 150 genLD, eTefll LD&&HEm6T SQI6UESHHED FHHISHS
SIS EBHGLD SINleroGILDer Lflsr Q&M @&LIL| 6ULDHISIEDTTT.

SlpLuevofll. M.SiLbeomsnseor BB g&SLMT
8wsEmy ,VSSS. aBNGLIL

BIRTHDAY

Rev. Fr. S. Clement Rosario 05.01.1966
Rev. Fr. M. John Nicholas 09.01.1959
Rev. Fr. F. Felix Kamal 11.01.1986
Rev. Fr.S. Jacob 12.01.1976
Rev. Fr. K. Arockiaraj 14.01.1979
Rev. Fr. S. Jose Enchackal 20.01.1949
Rev. Fr. A. R. Anthony Samy 27.01.1970
Rev. Fr. B. Antony Suresh 30.01.1984
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| VOCATION COMMISSION |

1. Christmas Celebration with Our Beloved Shepherd

This year, our Diocese joyfully celebrated Christmas with our
seminarians in a spirit of fraternity and gratitude. Nineteen of our
seminarians joyfully took part in the celebration. The presence of our
beloved shepherd, Most Rev. Dr. P. Ambrose, added special grace to
the celebration. His inspirational address encouraged and guided the
seminarians, strengthening them in their vocational journey. The
program was further enriched by the presence of the Vicar General
and Curia Fathers, whose support and accompaniment were deeply
appreciated. Seminarians thank God for this blessed Christmas
celebration and remain grateful for the opportunity to celebrate the
birth of Christ together with our Bishop and diocesan family.

2. Pre- Vocation Camp —2025

For the first time in our Diocese, a Pre-Vocation Camp was organized
on 28.12.2025 for boys studying in 10th, 11th, and 12th grades, to
promote and nurture priestly vocations. Our Bishop proposed this
initiative as a concrete step to encourage young minds to listen
attentively to God's call. A total of 156 boys from 31 parishes
participated enthusiastically in the camp. Msgr. M. John Nicholas,
the Vicar General, graciously inaugurated the program in the
morning and concluded the camp with the celebration of the Holy
Mass. Inspiring sessions were conducted by Fr. Jagadish and Fr.
Maria Antony, guiding the participants in their vocational
discernment.

=1 ([N @ |I|E

=l




g".-Diocesan-News-L.etter January—~2026=y|x

Our seminarians provided valuable assistance throughout the 1
camp, making a significant contribution to its smooth operation. The
program was well received, and the participants expressed great joy
and enthusiasm. I sincerely thank our beloved Bishop for this great
initiative. My appreciation to all the seminarians and volunteers
whose generous support made this Pre-Vocation Camp a success. A
special word of thanks to all the Parish Priests who sent their parish
boys to participate in this camp.
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| Pre — Vocation Camp — 28.12.2025 |
S.No. Parish Name No. of Students
1. Sirungattur 3
2. Allikondapattu 5
3. Cheyyar 2
4. Zaminkudalore 6
5. Mekkalure 5
6. Madurampattu 4
7. Narasingapuram 7
8. Gudiyatham 7
9. Bagayam 8
10. Pavitram 2
11. Viruthuvilaginan 7
12. Vanthavasi 4
13. Pallalakuppam 1
14. Alappakkam 4
15. Sipcot 5
16. Pallikonda 13
17. Vellore(Cathedral) 16
18. Shenpakkam 6
19. Christianpet 2
20. Koviloor 6
21. Nelliyangulam 8
22. Kariyanthal 4
23. Santhavasal 2
24. Motchavadi 1
25. Perumanam 1
26. Vettavalam 4
27. Kodayanchi 2
28. Pathiyavaram 9
29. Ranipet 5
30. Ambur 3
31. Pulavanpadi 4
Total 156
Rev. Fr. 1. Valanarasu
Vocation Promoter
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(ORDINATION DAY |

Rev. Fr. S. Irudayaraj 10.01.2003

| NECROLOGY |
Rev. Fr. Venantius Villanova SDB 03.01.1988
Rev. Fr. Joseph Sandanam SDB 05.01.1987
Rev. Fr. K.M Sebastian 07.01.2011
Rev. Fr. Theo M. Andreas SDB 08.01.1968
Rev. Fr. 1. Gnana Manickam 11.01.1985
Rev. Fr.K. S. George 13.01.2000
Rev. Fr. Eligius Cinato SDB 15.01.1964
Rev. Fr.A. Thomas 17.01.1989
Rev. Fr. Joseph Jeswanthraj SDB 24.01.2007
Rev. Fr. A. Periyanayagam 26.01.2006
Rev. Fr. K. C. Mathew 29.01.1980
Rev. Fr. Consantine Vendrame SDB 30.01.1957
Rev. Fr. Bagavantharaj SDB 31.01.1995
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|CALENDAR|

01 Thu Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Sol
03 Sat TheMost Holy Name of Jesus
04 Sun Epiphany ofthe Lord, Sol

11 Sun Baptismofthe Lord, Feast

14 Wed St. Devasahayam, M

16 Fri St.Joseph Vaz

17 Sat St. Antony, Abb, Mem.

18 Sun 2ndOrdinary Sunday

21 Wed St.Agnes, Vir., Mem

24 Sat St.Francisde Sales, Bp. Mem
25 Sun 3rdOrdinary Sunday

26 Mon Republic Day

28 Wed St. Thomas Aquinas, Dr., Mem
31 Sat St.JohnBosco,Mem

20.12.2025. May he rest in peace.

May she rest in peace.
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January—~2026=y|x

In your Charity, kindly pray for Mr. C. Gasper, the beloved father of
Rev. Fr. G. Peterraj of Elaiyanganni Parish, who passed away on

In your Charity, kindly pray for Rev. Sr. Chandra, the beloved Elder
Sister of Rev.Fr. Lazar Savarimuthu, who passed away on21.12.2025.
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