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Call to Fortitude and Peace
(Ejf/ /‘/ Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
A Renewed Heart for a Renewed Mission

Dear Reverend Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, and
Beloved Faithful,

Greetings of peace and blessings to you all in the
name of Christ Jesus our Lord!

The month of August, marked by national pride,
Marian devotion, and ecclesial remembrance, brings
with it multiple graces and invitations. It is a
providential time for us as a diocesan family to listen
to the Spirit, rediscover our identity, and renew our
commitment to mission. In this context, | wish to
reflect with you on four significant events that
illuminate our path forward as a Church journeying
together in hope and holiness.

1. Saint John Mary Vianney — Patron of Priests
(4 August)

On the 4th of August, we celebrate the Feast of Saint
John Mary Vianney, the Curé of Ars, the humble
parish priest who transformed an entire village
through the power of holiness, simplicity, and
pastoral charity. His life is an enduring reminder that
the true strength of the priest lies not in status or
eloquence but in personal sanctity, prayer, and
compassionate service.
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In a time when priesthood is often misunderstood and even
challenged, St. Vianney invites us-especially the clergy-to remain
rooted in the Eucharist, tireless in the confessional, and available to
our people. He reminds us that a priest is not his own; he belongs to
God and to God’s people. Let this feast be a moment for all our
priests to engage in honest reflection: Is my heart on fire for Christ
and His people? Let every presbytery become a house of prayer,
and every priest a bridge between heaven and earth.

| encourage you, dear priests, to make time for spiritual renewal,
fraternity, and personal encounter with the Word. May our
presbyterate be marked by unity, humility, and holiness, in the spirit
of our heavenly patron.

2. Dalit Black Day (10 August)

Each year on 10 August, we observe Dalit Black Day-a day of protest,
marking the continued denial of Scheduled Caste status to Dalit
Christians and Dalit Muslims, even after 75 years of constitutional
democracy. This observance is not merely a social event but a Gospel
imperative, a call to justice and equality, echoing the words of Jesus:
“Whatever you did for the least of these, you did to me” (Mt 25:40).

We must stand in unwavering solidarity with our brothers and sisters
who face systemic exclusion and denial of rights. The Church cannot
remain silent in the face of injustice. Let our diocesan voice rise in
prophetic unity, demanding constitutional reform and human dignity
for all.

This is also a time for self-examination. Are our communities
inclusive? Are we affirming the dignity of every person regardless of
caste or background? Let us walk the Gospel path of justice, mercy,
and reconciliation.
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3. Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary and Cathedral Parish
Feast (15 August)

On 15 August, we celebrate three luminous feasts: at the national
level, we celebrate the Independence Day, and the ecclesial level,
the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the
patronal feast of our Cathedral Parish. The Assumption is a powerful
sign of Christian hope-Mary, body and soul, taken into heavenly glory,
reminds us that our true homeland is not here, but in the eternal
embrace of God.

Mary is the first disciple, the mother of the Church, and the star that
guides us in the darkness. Her life was one of faithful surrender and
joyful service. As a Diocese under her maternal care, let us renew
our consecration to her, especially in our families, religious
communities, and pastoral ministries.

On this day, we also celebrate the heart of our diocese-the Cathedral
Parish. May the feast be a time of thanksgiving for the life and mission
of this parish, a spiritual lighthouse for all our faithful. Let us pray for
our Bishop, our clergy, and the diocesan leadership that they may
shepherd the flock with the mind of Christ and the heart of Mary.

| urge every parish to organize Marian novenas, youth and children’s
gatherings, social outreach, and Eucharistic adoration as part of
this double celebration. May Mary’s ‘Yes’ become our diocesan ‘Yes’
to mission and renewal.

As we hoist the flag and sing the national anthem on the
Independence Day, we give thanks for the freedom we enjoy-won
through the sacrifices of many. Yet, freedom is not complete unless
it reaches every citizen, especially the poor, the excluded, and the
voiceless.
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As disciples of Christ and citizens of India, we are called to be active
agents of justice, peace, and national harmony. Let us form our
children and youth to love the nation deeply and to build it responsibly,
rooted in Gospel values and constitutional ideals.

4. A Call to Spiritual Renewal of Clergy, Religious, and Laity

We are now in the Year of Preparation for Jubilee 2025, and the
whole Church is expected to enter a time of spiritual renewal.
Renewal is not merely a program or plan; it is a return to the heart of
the Gospel, to the freshness of faith, to the fire of the Spirit.

| earnestly call upon all members of our diocesan family-priests,
religious, and lay faithful-to take this call seriously. Priests, let your
pulpits proclaim Christ with conviction and joy. Religious, let your
consecration shine through lives of simplicity, compassion, and
community. Lay faithful, especially our families, youth, and catechists-
be the seedbed of hope, prayer, and evangelization in your
neighbourhoods and villages.

Let us revive the basic Christian communities, increase devotion to
the Word of God and the Holy Eucharist, and prioritize ongoing
formation in our pastoral settings. It is only through such renewal
that our diocese can grow in holiness and mission.

Beloved people of God, let us receive this month as a time of grace.
Guided by the example of Saint John Mary Vianney, standing with
the Dalits in justice, walking with Mary in faith, and committing
ourselves to deep renewal-may we together build a diocese that
reflects the Kingdom of God.

< Diocesan News Letter. [5 ] August 2025




Let us remain united in prayer and mission. With gratitude and trust,
I commend all your efforts to the Heart of Jesus and the maternal
care of Our Lady Assumed into Heaven.

Yours in the Lord’s service,

With mercy and hope,

+ Ambrose Pitchaimuthu
Bishop of Vellore

DIOCESE OF VELLORE APPOINTMENTS - 2025

Parish priests :

Kilnathur : Rev. Fr. Maria Antony Savarimuthu OSM
Tirupattur . Rev. Fr. Jeffery Gladson SDB

Veeralur : Rev. Fr. Papuraj SDB

Yelagiri : Rev. Fr. Jerome Hendry Savior SDB

Assistant Parish Priests :

Arakkonam . Rev. Fr. Abiyouth OP

Arani : Rev. Fr. Prem Gladin OMI

Vettavalam . Rev. Fr. G. Susairaj IVD
Viruduvilanginan : Rev. Fr. J. Theres Raj MMI

Veeralur : Rev. Fr. M. Ratchagadoss Francis SDB
Jolarpet : Rev. Fr. Jerome Selvaraj SDB

With mercy and hope,

+ Ambrose Pitchaimuthu Fr. Edwin Savariappa
Bishop of Vellore Chancellor
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MOST REV. DR. AMBROSE PITCHAIMUTHU
BISHOP OF VELLORE
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MONTHLY RECOLLECTION

ST. JOHN MARIE VIANNEY - FIESTA
August 04, 2025 - Madha Hill, Chetpet

Dear Rev. Fathers,

Greetings to all of you in the name of Jesus and our Blessed
Mother Mary.

Your selfless sacrifice, ministering to our people in parishes and in-
stitutions is highly appreciated.

You are cordially invited for the celebration of the Feast of St. John
Mary Vianney, the patron of Parish Priests on 4th August 2025
Monday at Madha Hill Chetpet.

Our joy and happiness would be enhanced by our fellowship and
fraternity at this gathering as we would be celebrating the Festal mass,
praying for our Diocese and for each of us. May God bless all of us
by the intercession of St. John Marie Vianney. Looking forward to
your presence. God Bless us.

Program

8.30am - Arrivaland Tea

9.00am - Volley Ball Match

11.30am - Break

11.45am - Jubilarians' reminiscence

12.00 pm - Holy Eucharistic Celebration, Felicitation, Prize

distribution & Announcements
01.00 pm - Agape & Departure

Note : There will be no monthly recollection in August 2025.
Yours in Christ,

Msgr. M. John Nicholas
Vicar General
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BEING A JOYFUL PRIEST |

In the natural order of God’s creation Man is called to be happy and
rejoicing for being the embodiment of God’s presence (Genesis 1:27,
so God created man in his own image.......... ) God is sat- chit-
Ananda.

In the supernatural order of God, man is highly elevated by being
chosen to be the priest that is another Christ (Alter christus). so, it is
then all the more the man who is consecrated by the power of the
holy spirit is open to the realm of greater joy and happiness Isaiah
4:18...... the spirit of the lord is upon me for he has anointed me to
give good news to the poor....

Being a priest is the source of happiness and joy not only for himself
but also for others, because the priest is not for himself alone but for
others too for he utters the very words of Jesus Christ, the high
priest par excellence, at the holy sacrifice of the mass.... “Take this
all of you and eat of it for this is my body, take this and drink from it
for this my blood, shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven”
Mathew 26:26.

Hence the priest finds his joy by offering himself for others in service.
Acts 20:35 ‘it is more blessed to give than to receive” @unieu6\sesflenid
smeuGs @evruid). Generosity makes us happy. Feeling good is the
by-product of doing well. So giving of our time or money, our efforts
and energy for others gives us emotional boost. Chemicals such as
dopamine, oxytocin and endorphins, are released when we do
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something positive to help other people. A priest, thus will always
proclaim “the joy of the lord is my strength” Nehemiah 8:10.

By prayer life, more of hearing the word of God, and keeping it in his
life the joy surges in the heart of a priest (John 15:11 these things |
have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you and that your joy
may be full). Summiting his wish and will to the plan of God brings
the fullness of joy in the life of a priest.

A joyful priest will always say fiat’to God and be like unto our blessed
Mother Mary finding “Evangelii Gaudium” (the joy of the Gospel) in
his priestly life.

Msgr. Rev. M. John Nicholas

Vicar General
PROCURATOR’S OFFICE
Good Friday Collection - 2025
S.No Parish Amount
1 Perundhuraipattu 3960
2 Ambur 6380
TOTAL 10340

Thanks for all those who have alredy remitted the Good Friday
Collection and May | request to give those who have not yet given.

Fr. S. Richard Peraira Mr. S.Justin
Procurator Staff Accountant
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VELLORE DIOCESAN

SEMINARIANS’ NAMES & DETAILS - 2025

S.No| Name Parish Studies Name of Name of
Seminary / the place of
Institute Seminary /
Institute
1. | Dn.Anthony Chetpet IV Year Sacred Heart  |Poonamalli
Lawrence Theology Seminary
2. |Bro.Samson |Virudu Il Year SacredHeart  |Poonamalli
Sundar vilanginan | Theology Seminary
3. | Bro. Joseph Vettavalam |l Year Good Shepherd |Coimbatore
Clinton Theology Seminary
4. |[Bro.Abishek |Perunthurai |Regency St. Joseph’s Elayankanni
pattu Boy's Home
5. | Bro.Ashwin Cathedral, [Regency St. OurLady of |Chetpet
Deshmon Vellore Lourdes’ Shrine
6. [Bro. Emmanuvel|Santhavasal |ll Year SacredHeart  |Poonamalli
Philosophy  |Seminary
7. | Bro.Kevin Perunthurai |Il Year SacredHeart  |Poonamalli
Nayagam pattu Philosophy  |Seminary
8. | Bro.Gunaseelan|Narasinga |l Year Sacred Heart  |Poonamalli
puram Philosophy  |Seminary
9. |Bro.Amresh Kasthambadi| | Year St. Peter’s Bengaluru
Philosophy  [Pontifical
Institute
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10. | Bro.Ajay Somasipadi [Year of Mylai Matha Poonamalli
Spirituality  |Propaedeutic
Seminary
11. | Bro.Benedic  [Perunthurai |Year of Mylai Matha Poonamalli
Lenin pattu Spirituality  [Propaedeutic
Seminary
12. | Bro. Britto Alliyanthal | Year of Mylai Matha Poonamalli
Spirituality Propaedeutic
Seminary
13. | Bro. Jeswin Vettavalam |lll Year B.Sc |Sacred Heart |Tirupattur
Maths College
14. |Bro.AmalRaj [Udanyen Il'YearB.A  |SacredHeart |Tirupattur
diram English College
15. | Bro. Albin Narasinga ||l YearB.Sc |SacredHeart [Tirupattur
puram Physics College
16. | Bro.Clement [Elenyankani |l Year B.Sc [Sacred Heart |Tirupattur
Rosario Bio Chemistry |[College
17. | Bro.PremJosh [Mazhuvan |l YearB.Sc |SacredHeart |Tirupattur
garanai Chemistry College
18. | Bro. Harris Nelliangulam(Initiation St. Joseph's Chengelpet
Arulraj Minor
Seminary
19. | Bro.Anish Zamin Initiation St. Joseph's Chengelpet
Jegan gudalore Minor
Seminary
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Deacon -

Theologians -

O

Regents -
Philosophers -
Spirituality Brothers

College Seminarians -

Minor Seminarians -

= N O w

Total Brothers - 9 (Including Deacon)

Rev. Fr. Dr. A. Vincent,
Diocesan Vocation Promoter,
Diocese of Vellore.
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A JOURNEY OF HOPE
(BLESSING OF JUBILEE CROSS)
DIOCESE OF VELLORE

DEANERY CENTRE :
TIRUVANNAMALAI (June 10 to August 18)
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St. Antony Shrine-Viruduvilanginan (June 16-June 20) (Jubilee
Cross will be placed at St. Antony Shrine for Pilgrims)

Ulaga Madha Church-Tiruvannamalai (June 21-June 23)
Queen of Heaven Church-Boodamangalam (June 24-June 26)
Immaculate Conception Church-Makkalore (June 27-June 29)
Arputha Madha Church-Kilnathur (June 30-July 2)

Mary Help of Christians Church-Pavitram (July 3-July 5)

Christ the King Church-Perumanan (July 6-July 8)

St. John De Britto Church - Allikondapattu (July 9-July 11)

Our Lady of Lourdes Church- Thalayampallam (July 12-July 14)

. Our Lady of Presentation Church-Perunduraipattu (July 15-July 17)

. Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church-Elayankanni (July 18-July 20)
. St. Antony Church-Anthoniyarnagar (July 21-July 23)

. Christ the King Church-Thanipadi (July 24-July 26)

. Our Lady of Lourdes Church-Thandrampet (July 27-July 29).

. St. John the Britto Church-Chengam (July 30-August 1)

. Sagaya Madha Church - Keezhpennathur (Aug 2-Aug 4)

. Puthumai Madha Church-Somasipadi (Aug 5-Aug 7)

. Infant Jesus Shrine-Thenimalai (Aug 8 - Aug 18) (Jubilee Cross

will be placed at Infant Jesus Shrine for Pilgrims)
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DEANERY CENTRE:
VETTAVLAM (August 19 to September 05)

S e o

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church-Vettavalam (Aug 19-Aug 21)
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church-Avoor (Aug 22- Aug 24)

St. Francis Xavier Church - Zamin Guddalore (Aug 25-Aug 27)
St. Antony Church-Sanipoondi (Aug 28-Aug 30)

Our Lady of Rosary Church-Gengapattu (Aug 31 - Sep 2)

St. Teresa of Child Jesus Church-Madurampattu (Sep 3-Sep 5)

DEANERY CENTRE :
POLUR (Sep 06 to Oct 08)
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Sacred Heart of Jesus Church - Polur (Sep 6-Sep 8)

St. Antony Church - Veeralur (Sep 9-Sep 11)

Our Lady of Fathima Church - Semmiamangalam (Sep 12-Sep 14)
St. Dominic Savio Church - Pulivanandal (Sep 15 - Sep 17)
St. Dominic Savio Church - Thirumalai (Sep 18-Sep 20)

St. Lawrence Church - Kasthambadi (Sep 21 - Sep 23)

Our Lady of Lourdes Church-Alliyandal (Sep 24-Sep 26)

St. Joseph Church-C. Nammiandal (Sep 27-Sep 29)

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church-Korattampattu (Sep 30-Oct 2)

. St. Antony Church-Kariyandal (Oct 3-Oct 5)
. St. Antony Church-Santhavasal (Oct 6-Oct 8)
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VELLORE SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
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HUNGER & DISEASE FUND COLLECTION - 2025

S.No.| DATE PARISHES AMOUNT

[RS.]
1 28.06.2025 | Kilpennathur 1,100
2 05.07.2025| Gengapuram 1,000
3 11.07.2025 | Tiruvannamalai 21,000
4 14.07.2025 | Perunthuraipattu 2,000
5 16.07.2025 | Pathiavaram 2,000
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YOUTH COMMISSION

Golden Jubilee Celebration of Youth Commission —
Diocese of Vellore

A Historic and Spirit - Filled Milestone

Organized by: Vellore Diocesan Youth Commission
Date: 28th June 2025
Venue: Sangamam Mahal, Vellore
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With immense joy and divine grace, the Vellore Catholic Diocesan
Youth Commission marked a glorious milestone its 50th year of youth
ministry with a grand Golden Jubilee celebration on June 28, 2025,
at Sangamam Mahal, Vellore. The event reflected the vibrant legacy,
unity, and spiritual strength of youth across the Diocese.

Majestic Procession a Youthful Parade of Faith: The day
commenced with a majestic procession from Assumption Cathedral
to Sangamam Mahal, led by Rev. Fr. Roy Lazer, over 1,000 spirited
young people marched in unity, radiating energy, faith, and
commitment to the Church and society. The streets of Vellore echoed
with joyful slogans and chants of hope.

Flag Hoisting & Grand Inauguration: Upon reaching the venue,
the flag of the Youth Commission was hoisted with reverence,
marking the beginning of a new chapter. The inaugural ceremony
was graced and declared open by Rev. Fr. John Nicholas, Vicar
General of the Diocese, who blessed the gathering with encouraging
words.

Motivational Talk by Actress Leya Lighting a Spark in the Hearts:
The youth were then privileged to hear from renowned actress Leya,
who delivered a powerful and heartfelt motivational speech. Her words,
rooted in personal experience and perseverance, inspired the
audience to embrace their identity, dreams, and responsibilities as
Christian youth.

Cultural Vibrancy Expressions of Talent and Tradition: In the
afternoon, the atmosphere came alive with vibrant cultural
performances by the talented team Uravugal Kalai Kuzhu. With a
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perfect blend of music, dance, and drama, they portrayed themes of
faith, unity, and social harmony, leaving the audience moved and
entertained.

History Comes Alive Documentary Screening: At precisely 3:00
PM, the long-awaited moment arrived as His Excellency Bishop
Ambrose Pithachaimuthu graced the celebration. Abeautifully curated
historical documentary was screened, showcasing the journey,
struggles, milestones, and blessings of the Youth Commissions 50-
year mission.

Green Welcome Saplings of Gratitude: In a unique and eco-
conscious gesture, Rev. Fr. Jeyaseelan, Director of the Youth
Commission, welcomed the Bishop and esteemed guests by
presenting them with saplings, symbolizing life, growth, and the
continued flourishing of youth ministry.

Honoring the Pillars - A Salute to Service: In an emotional and
memorable moment, Bishop Ambrose honored former directors,
coordinators, past youth leaders, current administrative and executive
members and all those who have laid the foundation and nurtured
the youth movement in the past. Their selfless contributions were
acknowledged with gratitude and joy.

Bishop’s Address a Shepherds Voice to the Youth: Bishop
Ambrose then, addressed the youth with a powerful message filled
with wisdom and vision. He urged them to be the salt and light of the
world, rooted in faith, filled with compassion, and courageous in
bringing about positive change in church and society.

Thanksgiving & Conclusion - A Heartfelt Closure: The event
concluded with a warm thanksgiving speech by Rev. Fr. Jeyaseelan,
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who humbly thanked every soul from coordinators to volunteers who
made the Golden Jubilee a grand and blessed success.

A United Effort & Shared Blessing: This monumental celebration
was made possible through the dedicated efforts of Rev. Fr.
Jeyaseelan, Youth Director, Diocesan Administrative Team,
Executive Members, Vicariate Youth Leaders, and Parish Youth
Leaders. Their tireless service, unity, and commitment were the
driving force behind this historic moment.

YOUTH SUNDAY 2025

The Youth Commission of the Tamil Nadu Bishops’ Conference calls
for celebrating the first Sunday in August every year as Youth Sunday.
We kindly ask you to join the youth in celebrating special activities
and initiatives on Sunday, August 3rd, using the posters and liturgies
that have been sent to you. | request you to send the Diocesan Youth
Commission a photograph of the events that took place in your parish
and institutions.

TO HELP UNEMPLOYED YOUTH...

Our Diocesan Youth commission carries out special activities to
identify and employ unemployed youth in our Diocese. Therefore, |
kindly request you to identify the employment data of the youth in
each parish, what kind of work they are engaged in, and send a list
of the names of the unemployed along with their phone numbers.

Fr. Jeyaseelan A
Director

Diocesan News Letter: || 22 || August 2025




—|HOLY FATHER’S INTENTION | —————

For Political Leaders

We pray that political leaders be at the service of their own
people, working for integral human development and for the
common good, especially caring for the poor and those who have
lost their jobs.

BIRTHDAY

Dear Fathers, we wish you God's blessings and good health

1 Fr.C. Antony Chinnappa Xavier 01-08-1976
2  Fr. M. Irudayasamy 02-08-1971
3  Fr. Motchanathan 05-08-1969
4  Fr. M. Devanesan 06-08-1981
5 Fr. M. Gregory 08-08-1988
6 Fr. C. Arun Kumar 11-08-1985
7  Fr. P. Daniel Sharma 11-08-1987
8 Fr. D. Panneerselvam 12-08-1962
9 Fr. S. Antony Rosario 13-08-1980
10 Fr. J. Irudayaraj 14-08-1963
11 Fr. A. Lourdu Xavier 14-08-1972
12 Fr. D. Paul Arockiam 16-08-1981
13 Fr. D. Arul John Bosco 20-08-1981
14 Fr. R. Lawrence 23-08-1972
15 Fr. S. Francis 24-08-1976
16 Fr.A. Anandaraj 27-08-1983
17 Fr.J. Amuthan 28-08-1991
18 Fr.D. Amalraj 29-08-1950

3 Diocesan News Letter. || 23 || August 2025



ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES

Congratulations and Prayerful wishes

1  Fr. A. Jonas Philomina Doss 24-08-2005

2 Fr.S. C. Jeyakumar 24-08-2005

3  Fr.Y.Anthony Raj 28-08-1981

4  Fr. P. John Bosco 28-08-1981
NECROLOGY

Let us remember our deseased Priests

1 Most Rev. Louis Mathias SDB 03.08.1965
2 Rev. Msgr. John Mora SDB 05.08.1961
3 Rev. Fr. A. Fernandez 05.08.1995
4  Rev. Fr. Paul Bazgier SDB 07.08.1965
5 Rev. Fr. A. Philominraj 08.08.2019
6 Rev.Fr.L. M. Arul 17.08.1974
7 Rev. Fr. Amaladoss Anthonysamy SDB 20.08.1983
8 Rev. Fr.G. J. Lawson 22.08.1987
9 Rev. Fr. N.A. John Peter 26.08.2016
10 Rev. Fr. M. Sebastian 27.08.2016
11 Rev. Fr. Jegaraj SDB 29.08.1988
12 Most Rev. Hubert D Rosario SDB 30.08.1994

Eternal rest grant unto your servents, O Lord!
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LITURGICAL CALENDER AUGUST - 2025

Fri St. Alphonseus Liguori Bp., Dr., Mem.

Sun 18th Ordinary Sunday

Mon  St. John Marie Vianney

Wed The Transfiguration of the Lord, Feast

Fri St. Dominic Pr., Rf., Mem

Sun 19th Ordinary Sunday

Thu  St. Maximillian Mary Kolbe, Pt., M., Mem.

Fri The Assumption of B.V.M. Princ. Patroness of India, Sol.
Sun 20th Ordinary Sunday

Wed St. Bernard Abb., Dr., Mem.

Thu St. Pius X, PP., Mem.

Fri Queenship of the B.V.M., Mem.

Sun 21 st Ordinary Sunday

Wed St. Monica, Mem.

Thu St. Agustine, Bp., Dr, Mem.

Fri  The Martyrdom of St. John the Baptist, Mem

Let us remember in our prayers for the repose of the souls

iy

iy

Rev. Sr. A. Alphonse Mary, SSHJ, Sacred Heart Generalate, Vellore
(01.06.2025).

Mrs. Backiyamal beloved mother of Rev. Fr. A. Sagayanathan VG
(Jhansi Diocese) from Pavitram Parish (01.06.2025).
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FHappy feast of the Assumption of
our Glessed Vingin Mary

15" August 2025
FHappy Independence Day






