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"The Rosary Is the most beautiful and the richest in graces of all prayers.”

Pope Saint Mus X




2026

5"# T
Tyl e . ?ﬂ
i 4

gt s s
! i S i




-Diocesan=News-Letter October.--2026
-4 e

1

"

{

Shepherd's Voice

/ ':3;‘*_ One in Christ, United in Mission
r %

N Lay Faithful of the Diocese of Vellore

\, " Greetings of peace and joy in the precious name of

Dear Rev. Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, and my dear

our Lord Jesus Christ!

This vear. the Church celebrates the 100® World Mission
Day with deep gratitude and renewed missionary zeal. Our
Holy Father Pope Lee XTIV has given us the beautiful theme:
*Omne in Christ, united in mission.” This theme invites
every one of us to retumn to the heart of Christian life.
Mission 1s not first of all a programme, a collection, an event,
or an activity. Mission begins from our union with Christ

When we are one with Him_ we become capable of being
sent by Him.

Before His Passion, Jesus praved to the Father: “May they
all be one™ (Jn 17:21). This prayver of Jesus 1s at the centre of
mission. The world comes to believe not only through our
preaching, but also through our communion A divided
Church cannot convincingly proclaim the Gospel of
reconcihiation. A community wounded by jealousy.
competition, indifference. caste divisions, or selfishness
weakens its missionary witness. But a family / community/
parish that prays together, forgives together, serves together,
and walks together becomes aliving sign of Christ.

World Mission Day was instituted by Pope Pius X[ 1n 1926,
at the suggestion of the Society for the Propagation of the
Faith Its purpose was to awaken in the whole Church a sense
of responsibility for the mission of evangelization. The Pope
wanted every Catholic to understand that mission 1s not the
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concern only of missionaries in faraway lands. Mission belongs to the
whole Church. Every baptized person 1s called to be a missionary
disciple. Every panish, every family, every school, every institution,
every association, and every faithful person has a share 1n the mission

of Christ.

For one hundred vears, World Mission Day has helped the Church to
pray for missionaries, encourage missiopary vocatioms, support
voung Churches and assist the pastoral works of the Universal
Church. The offerings collected on this day are used for mission
territories, seminaries, catechists. schools. health centres, formation
houses, and communities where the Church 1s still young or
materally poor. Therefore_ our contribution on World Mission Day 1s
not merely a donation. It 1s an act of communion. It says that the
sufferings. hopes and needs of the Universal Church are also our own

The theme “One in Christ, unmited m mission” iz especially
meaningful for us in the Diocese of Vellore. Our Diocese has been
blessed with a rich heritage of faith, built through the sacrifices of
missionaries, bishops, priests, religious, catechists, teachers, families
and committed lay faithful The Gospel took root in our land through
prayer, service, education, healing, catechesis and humble witness.
We remember with gratitude all those who sowed the seeds of faith
beforeus.

Today, this missionary responsibility is placed in our hands. The
mission of the Diocese of Vellore 1s not fimished. There are still
families that need healing, children who need formation. youth who
need direction, the poor who need dignity, the sick who need
consolation, and communities that need deeper pastoral care.
Mission today 1s not only going to distant places. It 1s also going to the
person nearby who feels forgotten, to the family that has stopped
praying, to the voung person who has lost hope, to the poor who feel
unseen and to the wounded who wait for compassion.
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To be one 1n Christ means that Chnist must be the centre of our
perzonal life, our families, our parishes, our religious communities,
and our mnstitutions. Without Christ, mission becomes activism.
Without praver, service becomes routine. Without the Eucharist, our
communities lose their spiritual strength. Without the Word of God,
our pastoral work loses direction. Therefore, a missionary Diocese
must first be a praying Diocese.

Te be united in mission means that all of us must walk together.
Priests, religious, lay fathful, catechists, teachers, youth, children,
elders, parish councils, finance councils. ptous associations, and
Anbiams all have a role in the mission of the Church. No one should
feel excluded. No one should remain passive. The Church grows
when every member offers his or her gift for the building up of the
Body of Christ.

I eamestly mnvite all panshes of our Diocese to celebrate World
Mission Day 2026 with enthusiasm, creativity, and seriousness. Let 1t
not become a routine Sundav or merely a day for collection. Let 1t
become a day of prayer, awareness, formation, participation, and
renewal Let the faithful be helped to understand the meaning of
mission. Let the homilies, catechism classes, youth meetings,
children's programmes, parish councils, religious communities,
schools, and Anhiams reflect on the theme ofthis yvear.

Parishes mayv organize missionary prayers, rosaries for missionaries,
catechesis on the Umiversal Church, talks on missionary saints,
mission exhibitions, children's activities, youth gatherings, and visits
to the poor, sick and elderly. Let the liturgy be prepared well with
meaningful introductions, pravers of the faithful, hymns, and
participation of different groups. Let children and young people be
taught that the Church 1s larger than their own parish and that they too
are responsible for the Gospel.
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| Talso encourage our families to become missionary homes. A family
becomes missionary when parents teach children to pray, when the
Bible 1s read at home, when forgiveness 1s practised. when the poor
are rememberad, and when faith 1z lived with joy. Our schools and
colleges must form students not only for success. but also for service.
Our Catholic mstitutions must continue to be places where the
compassion of Christ 1s made visible through education, health care,
social service, and human formation.

The world today needs the Gospel. It needs peace where there 1s
violence, unity where there is division, hope where there 1s despair,
truth where there 1s confusion. dignity where there 13 exploitation,
and love where there 1s indifference. The Lord sends us into this
world not with fear, but with faith. He does not ask evervone to cross
oceans. but He asks everyvone to cross the distance between
indifference and compassion, between comfort and service_ between
1zolation and communion,

As we celebrate the 100th World Mission Day, let us renew our
baptismal commitment Let every parish i the Diocese of Vellore
become missionary. Let every family become missionary. Let every
mstitution become missionary. Let every heart become missionary.

May Mary, Star of Evangelization, accompany all missionaries and
mmtercede for our Diocese. May Saint Thomas the Apostle and all
missionary saints inspire us with courage. May the Holy Spirit make
us truly one in Christ and united in mission.

With mercy and hope,

+Ambrose Pitchaimuthu
Bishop of Vellore
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BISHOP'S PROGRAMME
2 Fn E Holy Mass, Achirapakkam Shrine

04 Sun E  Jesuit Provincial Visit. Vellore

05-12 Bishops' Joint Beflection Programme, Musoorie

135 Tue M Don Antomio Visit, Vellore

17 Sat M Silver Jubilee, 5t Joseph's Convent, Arm

18 Sun M Apostolate in the Modern World, Sneha Deepam

E Manan Convention (Legion of Mary), Chetpet

19 Mon M Silver Jubilee, Grace and Compassion Convent,
Tiruvannamalai

20 Tue M Adoration Monastery, Rangapuram

24 Sat M Mesivavin Aanmiga Marvam, Agaramcherry

25 Sun M Salesian Sisters Chapter, Kodampakkam

E Renovated Church Consecration, Alapakkam

28 Wed M Monthly Recollection & V555 Building Blessing,
Sathuvachary

29-30 Executive Committee meeting - Prison Ministry,
Tanjavur

Calendar

04 Sun 27" Sunday in Ordinary Time
07 Wed Our Lady of Holy Rosary, Feast
11 Sun 28" Sunday in Ordinary time

20 Tue 5t Paul of the Cross pr., R
22 Thu 5t John PaulII.. PP
25 Sun 30" Sunday in Ordinary Time

28 Wed 55 Simon and Jude App._, Feast

01 Thu 5t Therese of the Child Jesus. Vir_ Dr_ Feast
02 Fri The Holy Guardian Angels. Mem

15 Thu 5t Teresa of Avila Vir. Dr.. Mem
17 Sat St Ignatius of Antioch Bp., M. Mem

18 Sun  29* Sunday in Ordinary Time (Mission Sunday)
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VICAR GENERAL OFFICE

Dear Rev. Fathers, Greetings in Jesus.

Please note that October monthly recollection will be held at St
Joseph's Church Hall, Sathuacharry on 28, Wednesday.

Program -

945 - Arrival

10,00 - Talk

11.15 - Blessing of the Renovated V5SS Building and
Tea Break

1145 - Adoration and confessions

1245 - Amnouncements

0100 - Lunch

Note : After the lunch, there will be Senate Gathering at group level.

ANNUAL RETREAT)

This vear's Annual Retreat for us will be held at Velankanni Fetreat
Centre, in November from 8th Sunday & pm to 13th Fnday
afternoon. Please bring the Holy Bible, Your Mass Diary (Both
personal and Parish) and necessary things for your stay.

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Msgr. M. John Nicholas
Vicar General

Holy Father's Intention

For Mental Health Ministry

Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established
throughout the Church. helping to overcome the stigma and
discimination of persons with mental illnesses.
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Rev Fr 5. Lazar Savanmuthu 02.10.1951
Rev Fr. D Arockiasamy 06.10.1978
Rev. Fr. A Joseph Raja 07.10.1968
Rev. Fr. §. Velankanni 09.10.1986
Rev. Fr. P. Alexander 24.10.1967
Rev. Fr. S. Paularasu 28.10.1977
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Necrology
Rev. Fr. Joseph Parampet 01.10.1989
Rev. Fr. P K. Antony SDB 02.10.1983
Rev. Fr. . Martin SDB 03.10.1986
Rev. Fr. V. P Antony Samy 03.10.2000
Rev. Fr. A Devadoss 04101989
Fev Fr. Edward Giterrez SDB 08101976
Rev. Fr. B Fathimanathan 10.10.2020
Rev. Fr. Maggioni SDB 21.10.1985
Rev. Fr. Mary Sochi SDB 24.10.1974
Rev. Fr. Henry Remeni SDB 24.10.2000
Rev Fr. G Antony Adimai 24.10.2010
Rev. Mspgr. Menezes 26.10.1994
Rev. Fr. Varghees SDB 27.10.1283
Rev. Fr. Jose M. Lawrence 27.10.2003
Rev. Bro. Xavier Savanimuthu SDB 28101967
Rev. Fr. V.C Joseph 31.10.24G15
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VELLORE CRI DESK

Peverend Fathers. Sisters and Brothers ofthe CRI Vellore Diocese,

AsPope 5t John Paul Il reminded us, "To recite the Rosary 13 nothing
other than to contemplate the face of Christ with Marv." As we are in
the month of October, the Church invites us to deeply honour our
Blessed Mother Mary through the Holy Rosary. The Rosary remains
a powerful praver for peace, spintual renewal, and unity within our
communities. We cordially invite the CRI Vellore Diocese to lead and
amimate this special Month of the Rosary. To foster deeper local
participation, we request these amimations be orgamized at vour
respective vicariate levels. Your leadership in coordinating vicariate
prayer services and processions will greatly enrich the local faithful
May our Lady of the Holy Rosary mtercede for vour ministries and
bless yvour communities abundantly.

Wishing vou all a deeply grace-filled, prayerful. and blessed Month
ofthe Rosary ahead.

Information :

1. CRI Vellore Team has planned to dizsseminate the Pope's FIRST
encyclical Magnifica Humanttas', {(Magmificent Humanity) at the
Vicariate level (Clusters: Turupattur, Vellore & Polur).

2. We have been invited to participate 1n the workshop on the theme
‘Role of Religious in the Synodal Journey: A Sacred Call and
Opportunity,’ jointly conducted by Streevani and CRI Chengalpattu,
Pondicherry, and Vellore Teams on 21 & 22 November 2026 in Pondy
Diocese.

Rev.Fr.Deva Joe SDB
Prezident
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REV. FR. 5. JOSE ENCHAKAL
(05.01.1948 — 24.09.2026)

Ordination Motto: "My soul proclaims the greatness of the
Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, " (Luke 1:46-47)

BIO-DATA

Early Life

Eev. Fr. 5. Jose Enchakal was born on 3rd January 1948 in 5t
George's Parish, Koodalappadu. Edavoor village, in the Diocese of
Emakulam, Kerala_ as the second son among the eight children of
Mr. Sauro and Mrs. Rosammal. He had one elder brother, two

younger sisters and four vounger brothers.

Education, Formation and Ministry

1953 Began his schooling from Class [ at Upper Primary
School. Edavoor.

1964 Pursued the B Sc. degree at Sree Sankara College,
Kalady. Kerala.

19671975 Joined the Vincentian Congregation of Cuttack,
Orissa; completed his philosophical studies at S5t
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Joseph's Pontifical Seminary, Alwaye and studied
theology for two vears.

1976 Sought permission from Most. Rev. Antony Muthu,
Bishop of Vellore, to continue his studies and to serve
in the priestly mimstry for the Diocese of Vellore.

19761979 With the permuission of the Bishop, resumed and
completed his theological studies at St. Paul's
Seminary, Tiruchirappalli. 06.04.1979 Ordained
Deacon by Most Rev. Antony Muthu, Bishop of
Vellore. 10.05.1979 Ordamned Priest by Most Rev.
Antony Muthu at St. George's Church,
Koodalappadu Parish, his native place in Kerala
19.09.1979Assistant Parish Priest. St. Francis
Xavier Panich. Zamin Gudalore.

1980-1982 Parish Priest. 5t. Dominic Savio Parish. Thirumala:.
19583 Medical leave.
19851989 Parish Priest, Chnstthe King Parish, Nelliyankulam.

19891990 Served at the Catholic Health Association of India
(CHAI), Secunderabad.

1990-1995 Parish Priest, Our Lady Queen of Heaven Parish,
Boodhamangalam.

1995-1996 Parish Priest. Our Lady of Presentation Parish
Perunthuraipet.

2004 Secretary, Labour Welfare Commission, Diocese of
Vellore:

2013 Served as an Advocate at the High Court of Madras,
Chennai.
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Among the many services rendered by Rev. Fr. 5. Jose Enchakal, the
following stand out :

Return to the Father's House

Having served with great distinction as a pnest for 47 vears,
Rev. Fr. 5. Jose Enchakal returned to the Lord in his 78th vear, on
Thursday, 24th September 2026, atabout 12 45 p.m.

Eternal rest gramt unto him, O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon
him. May he rest inpeace. Amen,

October---2026 e

He awakened the people of Perunthuraipet Panish to the need for
social development and progress.

He organised the women of the parish into an association and led a
successful campaign against liquor.

He gave due importance to the Dalit community in local body
elections and initiated their representation in public life.

He emerged victorious in the struggle for land nights.

Driven by a thirst for liberation and a deep sense of social
awareness, he founded the Mannin Maindhar Viduthalai Iyvakkam
{Sons of the Soil Liberation Movement).

He carried out his ministry with social consciousness and deep
spirttual love.
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