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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters

As we have begun the New Year 2024 let us continue our march
with New Hope, New Dreams, New Thoughts, New Way, New Vision
and New Mission. Let this New Year inspires us to make new
resolutions like Pope Francis who had his new resolutions: 1. Don’t
gossip; 2. Finish your meals; 3. Make time for others; 4. Choose
the ‘more humble’ purchase; 5. Meet the poor ‘in the flesh; 6.
Stop judging others; 7. Befriend those who disagree; 8. Make
commitments, such as marriage; 9. Make it a habit to ‘ask the
Lord’; 10. Be happy.

What about us? What’s our New Year 2024 Resolution? Without
resolutions we cannot succeed in our mission. Let us try to pinpoint

some good things for our New Year vision.

In this month of January we celebrate 3 important festivals namely:
1. Epiphany of the Lord (Religious), 2. Pongal (Social), 3. Republic
day (National).
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1. Epiphany of the Lord (Religious): means ‘revelation’ or
‘manifestation’ in English through Greek word also called
Theophany, is a celebration of God manifesting as the baby
Jesus and revealing Himself to the world. It originated in the
Eastern Church and originally included a celebration of the
birth of Jesus. The scope to Epiphany expanded to include
the commemoration of his birth; the visit of the magi, all of
Jesus’childhood events, up to and including the Baptism by
John the Baptist; and even the miracle at the wedding at
Cana in Galilee.

Why it includes the other two events namely the Baptism of the
Lord and the Miracle at Cana is in all these three events God reveals
or manifests Himself to the world (Gentiles, sinners). Hence,
traditionally these three events are called three epiphanies on which
we focus at this time of year are the infant King’s manifestation to
the Magi; the manifestation of Christ as the Father’s beloved son at
His baptism; and the manifestation of His glory in the working of His
first sign at the wedding feast of Cana.

So, let all our works, ministries and services in this year be a
manifestation of God'’s presence to others.

2. Pongal (Social): is a Tamil festival. Though it was narrowly
considered in ancient India as Hindu festival now it is a
Dravidian cultural festival celebrated by Tamil people all over
the world. Pongal is a religious, cultural, and social festival
hosted as a thanks giving to the Sun god, Mother Nauture
and the various farm animals that help to contribute to a
bountiful harvest that is basically a thanks giving festival.
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What is today’s situation? Are we grateful to God? We think and
say All is mine and All is might. Do we respect nature? Today we are
aliens to nature. We have polluted maximum the nature and natural
resources. Not even an iota of thinking of future generation. Do the
farmers are our friends?, a shameful status that we have given to
them in the society. Those who sweat in the field shed their tears at
home. Why this paradox in our society and in our country? The root
cause of all these evils is sheer SELFISHNESS. Let us cast out all
our selfish motives and try to foster peace, harmony and justice in
our society. Let this Pongal festival brings us all a one human family
based on love, care and concern and fraternity.

3. Republic Day (National): this yearis 75" one. Itis a Platinum
Jubilee Republic Day celebration of our country. At this
juncture we have to ask a serious question “Are we true
citizens of India? Are we truly freed and liberated people of
our country? Republic means by the people and for the
people that is, the people of the country have the freedom
to elect their own leader for their own welfare and growth. Is
it true today in our country? Today our leaders are party
leaders and not public leaders. They are more interested for
the strengthening of their party and party men than
strengthening spiritual, moral, social, economical and cultural
growth and development of the public.

| take this opportunity to bring to all of your conscious to judge
properly, discern wisely and elect rightly the good leaders those
who will stand for social peace, justice and harmony interested in
the wellbeing of our country in the forthcoming election this year.
LgE us keep this intention in our daily prayers and liturgy.
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From 30 Jan. to 07 Feb. there will be both CBCI &CCBI meeting at
St. John’s Medical College, Bangalore. Also on 23 and 24 Jan, there
will be TNBC/TNLBC half —yearly meeting taking place at
Pondicherry. Kindly pray for the fruitful and successful meeting.

As it was already informed you due to the above said meeting our
monthly recollection for month of January is anticipated to Thursday,
Jan. 25 2024. Kindly note the change and take part in the recollection.

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to all
for your wonderful cooperation and prayerful support to me and to
the diocese last year. Let us come together and work hands joint
together for the good of our people and growth of our diocese this
year. It's my joy to wish you all HAPPY EPIPHANY, PONGAL AND
REPUBLIC DAY. Special wishes and prayers to all the Salesian
fathers and sisters as they celebrate their Founder’s feast, St. Don
Bosco on 31 Jan.

God bless,

Yours in Christ Jesus,

MAye 3. T

Very Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert,
Diocesan Administrator

ADMINISTRATOR’S PROGRAM

07 Christ the King Feast Mass &amp; Confirmation, Thanipadi
11 Infant Jesus Feast Mass, Bagayam
14 E Blessing of Grotto, Viruduvilanginan

Infant Jesus Feast Mass, Thenimalai

i‘? Diocesan News Letter. || 4 || January 2024




15
17
21
22
23-24
25

28 M

29
30-31

Pongal Mass, Sacred Heart Seminary, Poonamallee

St. Antony, Abb feast, Kovilur

Arch Bishop’s Golden Jubilee Celebration, Madurai
Wedding, Polur

TNBC / TNLBC Meeting, Pondicherry

Monthly Recollection & Inauguration of Jubilee Year 2025
at Diocesan Level

30th Memorial Mass to Fr. Maria Selvam, SDB Polur

Novena Mass, Chingleput

Retirement function, Tirupathur

CBCI Meeting, Bangalore

(1-7 February: CCBI Meeting Bangalore)

MONTHLY RECOLLECTION

Dear Rev. Fathers and Brothers,

| would like to bring to your kind knowledge that January Monthly
Recollection is anticipated due to both CBClI & CCBI Meeting
that is going to be held from 30 January to 7 February 2024 that | will
be attending. Therefore we will have Monthly Recollection on Janu-
ary 25, Thursday, 2024. Kindly dateline the change and inform other
priests respectively. Thank you for your kind cooperation in this re-

gard. Kindly be assured of my prayers.

God bless!

NAY: 3. T
Very Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert,
Diocesan Administrator
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PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION - 2023

S.No | Parish Amount
1 Cheyyar 16590
2 Pavitram 57000
3 Sirungattur 7150
4 Arakkonam 105000
5 C.Nammiandal 102000
6 Viruduvilanginan 20000
7 Allikondapattu 18000
8 Mazhuvankarunai 35000
9 Polur 74020
10 Nallur 7000
11 Veppoor 5000
12 Zamingudallore 42000
13 Somasipadi 4000
14 Santhavasal 11040
15 Sanipoondi 8500
16 Avoor 8450
17 Theresapuram 82652
18 Thirumalpadi 3500
19 Devikapuram 5000
20 Udayarkuppam 13000
21 Boodamangalam 4270
22 Eleyankanny 80000
23 Salai 2300
24 Kilpennathur 4000
25 Mekkalur 10000
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26 Pallalakuppam 11150
27 Koviloor 101200
28 Arcot 6110
Total 843932
RELIGIOUS
S.No Parish Amount
1 St.Anne’s Convent - Theresapuram 2500
Total 2500
COMMUNIO INDIA
S.No Parish Amount
1 Viruduvilanginan 7600
2 Allikondapattu 5000
3 Gengapattu 3047
4 Zamingudallore 2000
5 Santhavasal 4530
6 Theresapuram 10000
7 Thirumalpadi 1500
8 Devikapuram 1500
9 Udayarkuppam 7000
10 Eleyankanny 10000
Total 52177
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Thanks for your generous contribution for Mission Sunday Collection.
Those who have not yet sent Mission Sunday Collection Kindly send
to us as early as possible.

Very Rev. Fr. A.Kulandesu Mr. S.Justin
Procurator Staff Accountant
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INBLSHDS Ol.1gguidevar
BusGSET, QEwETEhT Lewfll&Haww

BIRTHDAY

1  Fr. S.Clement Rosario 05-01-1966
2 Fr. M.John Nicholas 09-01-1959
3  Fr. F. Felix Kamal 11-01-1986
4  Fr. S.Jacob 12-01-1976
5 Fr. K.Arockia Raj 14-01-1979
6 Fr. R.AAnthony Samy 26-01-1952
7  Fr. A. R.Anthony Samy 27-01-1970
8 Fr. B.Antony Suresh 30-01-1984

ORDINATION DAY
1  Fr. S.lrudayaraj 10-01-2003
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NECROLOGY

1  Rev. Fr. Venantius Villanova SDB
2 Rev. Fr. Joseph Sandanam SDB
3 Rev. Fr. K.M Sebastian

4  Rev. Fr. Theo M. Andreas SDB

5 Rev. Fr. I. Gnana Manickam

6 Rev. Fr. K. S. George

7 Reuv. Fr. Eligius Cinato SDB

8 Rev. Fr. A. Thomas

9 Rev. Fr. Joseph Jeswanthraj SDB
10 Rev. Fr. A. Periyanayagam

11 Reuv. Fr. K. C. Mathew

12 Rev. Fr. Consantine Vendrame SDB
13 Rev. Fr. Bagavantharaj SDB

03.01.1988
05.01.1987
07.01.2011
08.01.1968
11.01.1985
13.01.2000
15.01.1964
17.01.1989
24.01.2007
26.01.2006
29.01.1980
30.01.1957

31.01.1995

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTION : For the Gift of Diversity in

the Church

We pray that the Holy Spirit may help us to recognize the gift of
different Charisms within the Christian community and to discover

the richness of different traditions and rituals in the Catholic Church.

CALENDER

-_—

Mon B.V.M., Mother of God, Sol
Wed SS. Basil the Great &amp;
Gregory Nazianzen, Bps, Drs. Mem
Wed The Most Holy Name of Jesus
Thu St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Rf, Mem
Fri  St. John Neumann, Bp., Mem
Sat St. Andre Bessette, Rf
Sun Epiphany of the Lord, Sol
Mon Baptism of the Lord, Feast
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9 Tue 1 stWeek of Ordinary Time
14 Sun 2 nd Ordinary Sunday
17 Wed St. Antony, Abb, Mem.

(From 18-25 January: Unity Octave)
20 Sat St Fabian PP, and St. Sebastian, Mm
21 Sun 3 rd Ordinary Sunday
22 Mon St. Vincent Dn., M.,
24 Wed St. Francis De Sales, Bp., Dr., Rf. Mem
25 Thu Conversion of St. Paul, Ap., Feast
26 Fri  Ss. Timothy and Titus Bps, Mrs, Mem
27 Sat St. Angela Merici, Vir., Rel.
28 Sun 4 th Ordinary Sunday
31 Wed St. John Bosco Pr., Rf., Mem

RIP

In your Charity Kindly pray for Mr. R. Sudhagaran (51) Brother in law
of Rev. Fr. Yesu Doss (Parish Priest of Maruthuvambadi Parish) from
Tirupattur parish passed away on 13.12.2023. May his Soul Rest in
Peace.

In your Charity Kindly pray for Rev. Fr. Augustin (63) Younger brother
of Rev. Fr. James Vincent from C. Nammiyandal parish passed away
on 29.12.2023.May his Soul Rest in Peace.

In your Charity Kindly pray for Rev. Fr. Maria Selvam SDB (85) who
was our confessor for monthly recollection, from Santhavasal parish
passed away on 30.12.2023. May his Soul Rest in Peace.

In your Charity Kindly pray for Mrs. Pushpa Mary (58) Elder sister of
Rev. Fr. Francis (Parish Priest of Sirungattur Parish) from
Thalayampallam parish passed away on 03.01.2024. May her Soul
Rest in Peace.
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Trust all things
to Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament
and to Mary
Help of Christians,
and you will see what,
Miracles are.

-St. John Bosco



