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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus!

“They shall name him Emmanuel”. It is indeed a great
blessing that we celebrate the truth that God is with us. I
am happy to wish our priests, religious and our people
that our God with all his gifts, especially the gift of
redemption be with them in this Christmas. May our Mother
show us her child who is both God and man. We the priests
experienced this joy during our annual retreat. It was a
joyful occasion where we experienced our Presbyterium
with our Lord. We thank the preacher Rev. Fr. Gnanadass,
those who prepared everything at the retreat centre and
all those who animated us with the VG and Council

fathers. I personally thank everyone.

We begin the preparation for the celebration of Christmas
with the 1%t Sunday of Advent and later on with Novena.
Let us animate our people to prepare themselves to receive

the Lord. All ‘anbiyams’ with youth be encouraged to
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prepare themselves spiritually. Somehow we must work

hard to involve young people, both boys and girls.

The feast of Immaculate Conception sets the tone for the
celebration. The angel of the Lord invites all of us
individually and collectively to receive this message. “Hail
Mary full of Grace” is the greeting to the Church and
therefore to all of us to accept the invitation and prepare
our temple of body and soul. This year the Holy Father
Francis invites especially the Church in Asia to give special
attention to the poor, the neglected, the marginalized and

the sick. Let all of us do something towards this.

We will have the CRI Christmas celebration on Saturday,
14 December. It is time that the Priestly community
(Priests, Religious men and women) direct its attention
on the people of the diocese, especially the believers, the
poor and the sick. Lot of ministries is done by all of us but
we need to bring all our efforts as the Church especially
the local Church.

Jesus is born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem. He was
born not by the will of man but by the gift of the Love of
God our Father, who so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have life eternal (Jn3:16). This event is
renewed in the Church today. The faith of the Christian
people relives in the Christmas liturgy the mystery of the
God who comes, who assures our mortal human faith and
e

233 Diocesan News Letter | 2 | December 2019




who becomes lowly and poor in order to save us. All this

moves us deeply for great in the tenderness of our Father.

The poor shepherds are the first ones to meet this love
personified with Mary and Joseph. The angels enlighten
them. We need to become angels to enlighten our people
and other non Christians brothers and sisters by our acts
of mercy and justice. Holy Father says: “Today as the
winds of war are blowing in our world and an outdated
model of development continues to produce human, social
and environmental decline”. Christmas invites us to focus
on the sign of the Child and to recognize him in the faces
of little children, especially those for whom, the Jesus,

“there is no place in the inn.”

Let us ask our Mother to lead us to Bethlehem and show
this Christ.

Happy Christmas and God’s blessings.

Yours in Christ Jesus
+ Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,
Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

02 Mon Wedding - Chennai
03 Tue M Viruduvilanginan

E St. Francis Xavier Seminary, Veppoor

07 Sat SC/ BC Meeting, Thiruvannamalai
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08 Sun Don Bosco - Katpadi

10 Tue Christian Unity Convention, Vellore

14 Sat CRI Christmas Programme, Vellore

15 Sun Consecration Mass of New Bishop, Palayamkottai

17 Tue Christmas Celebration to Catechists, Vellore

18 Wed Recollection & Priests’ Christmas Celebration,
Vellore

21 Sat VSSS / TVMSSS / Teachers Christmas
Celebration, Vellore

23 Mon Bishop’s House Christmas Celebration

24 Tue Vigil Mass at Cathedral, Vellore

25 Wed Christmas

26 Thu Golden Jubilee, Veeralur

28 Sat Priestly Ordination, Thallayampallam

+ Most Rev. Dr P. Soundararaju, SDB
Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

Dear Fathers,

Our Annual Retreat for Clergy this year went on very well.
I take this opportunity to extend my sincere thanks to our
beloved Bishop who took us to Poondy Diyana Mayam for
the third time to make our retreat fruitfully, gracefully
and successfully. His loving presence throughout the
retreat was very encouraging. It showed us His love and
concern towards our Priests. Our heartfelt thanks to the

retreat preacher Very Rev. Fr. Gnana Dass who by his
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inspiring talks enlightened and enkindled us. Next [ would
like to thank Rev. Fr. Irudayaraj, the retreat director; all
the curia Fathers and all other priests who took up
different offices & responsibilities worked with much of
dedication and team spirit for the fruitful retreat. Finally
I would like to thank all our priests for their wonderful

cooperation that made the retreat very successful.
Christmas celebration for Religious — 14 December 2019

There will be a Christmas celebration for all the religious
fathers, brothers and sisters in sangamam mandapam on
Saturday 14 December, 2019 at 10 am. His Excellency
Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB., will preside over
the celebration. You can take this opportunity to wish our
Bishop and Curia Fathers. Your generous contribution will
be greatly appreciated to help the poor during this
Christmas. All the Vicars Forane are expected to take

part in the celebration.

Monthly Recollection & Christmas Celebration for the
Clergy — 18 December 2019

Monthly Recollection & Christmas Celebration for the
Clergy will be on Wednesday, 18 December 2019. The time

table will be as follows:

09.30 am Arrival & Coffee
10.00 am Talk
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11.00 am Confession & Benediction

12.00 am

12.30 pm Lunch

Very Rev. Msgr. I. John Robert
Vicar General

PROCURATOR'S OFFICE

MISSION SUNDAY COLLECTION

Christmas Celebration & Message

S.No | Parish Amount
1 Kodayanchi 5320
2 Kariyandal 15000
3 Devikapuram 16400
4 Thiruvannamalai 75000
S Ranipet 88164
6 Narasingapuram 8026
7 Kolappalur 12500
8 Haffieldspet 10000
9 Uriurkuppam 10000
10 Udayendiram 17000
11 Thalayampallam 3250
12 Pulavanbadi 6000
13 Thenimalai 20000
14 Randamkorattur 8170
15 Bagayam 21930
16 Pallalakuppam 15137
17 Madurampet 3670
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18 | Thirumalpadi 3000
19 Arakkonam 113420
20 | Ambur 5360
21 Melpudupakkam 11070
22 Gandhinagar 30040
23 Zamingudallore 20000
24 Sanipoondi 10000
25 Sathuvacharry 25000
26 Eleyankanny 101112
27 Cathedral 35000
28 Sipcot 35000
29 Gengapattu 26212
30 Christianpet 26150
31 Shenpakkam 10000
32 Pavitram 14150
33 Mekkalure 7500
34 Santhavasal 10415
35 Arni 51500
36 Mosavadi 6000
37 Katpadi 25000
38 Chengam 12280
39 Mazhuvankarunai 10000
Total 923776
S.No | Religious Amount
1 SD Convent - Perumanam 1000
2 St.Thomas Hospital - Chetpet 5000
gy
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3 Codep - Chetpet 3000
4 Dominican Convent - Soganur 1000
S St.Anne’s Convent - Christianpet 3000
6 Theresa Boarding - Christianpet 1500
7 S.D.Convent - Sennathur 1000
8 Mount St.Joseph School - T.V.Malai 60000

Total 75500

Thanks for your generous contribution for Mission Sunday
Collection. Those who have not yet sent Mission Sunday

Collection, Kindly send to us as early as possible.

Rev. Fr. A.Kulandesu

Procurator
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LISSEFEOLISEIT

Accepting the command from the Holy Father to plan for
the Extraordinary month of Mission, the diocese of Vellore,
under the leadership of Most Rev. Dr. Soundararaju
Periyanayagam S.D.B started the action plan and the
animation programme for the diocesan priests, Religious,
Lay leaders, Catechists, Diocesan Patrol Council Leaders,
Teachers and the Youth. It was conducted in different

months, thoughout the year.

And the team with the Bishop also decided to have the
concluding function of the Extraordinary Month of Missions
at Gengapattu which has the patroness name of “Our Lady
of Holy Rosary” on 27 Oct. 2019.

The parish priest of Holy Rosary church at Gengapattu
Rev. Fr. A. Vincent and the Director of the Pious
Association Rev. Fr. J. Jayaprakasam had a preparatory
meeting in the parish and vicariate level. Different teams
consisting of Priests, nuns and lay people for accomodation,
reception, food, decoration, liturgy, cultural program,
resource persons for the input session were constituted.

The whole team got into action for this great day.

On 27 Oct. 2019 the function started with a grand reception
to Bishop, Vicar General Priests and the people at 9 AM
with the registration. The Vicar General of the diocese
Msgr. I. John Robert said the opening prayer. The Vicar
Forane of Vettavalam Vicariate Rev. Fr. A. Arokiasamy
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welcomed the gatherings. The Bishop Most Rev. Dr.
Soundararaju Periyanayagam gave the inaugural talk
explaining the importance of the celebration of the Extra

ordinary month of Mission.

Five resource persons were invited to speak on different

topics about the Holy Rosary.

The first talk was on Rosary and the Faith of Our blessed
Mother. Rev. Dr. Sundarraj SDB, the Rector of Don Bosco
katpadi spoke about the importance, the usefulness of

Rosary and its connection with our Blessed Mother.

In the Second talk Rev. Dr. John Baptist the secretary of
Bible Commission, CCBI spoke about how the Rosary is
based on the Bible and Tradition of the Church with the
Biblical and historical references. He also explained how
a Catholic can refute the accusations by the separated

brothers of different denominations about the Rosary.

The third talk was given by Rev. Fr. Y. Antony Raj, The
Secretary for Evangelisation Commission spoke about the
Rosary and the effect of Rosary on the evil forces with lot

of examples from his ministry.

In the fourth talk Rev. Dr. R. Rajarathinam, S.J, the
Secretary of Loyola college, Vettavalam Spoke about Rosary

and Social situations prevailing in today’s society.

In the fifth talk Rev. Fr. Yesu Naseren, the Director of
Mother Therasa Spirituality Center, Pondicherry, spoke
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about Rosary and our day today life experiences. He

explained it in a very prayerful mood.

At.4.30 pm a colourful cultural prrogramme was conducted
by the parish children based on our Blessed Mother and
the Holy Rosary. During this time tea and snacks were

served by the volunteers, to all the people.

All the people had their Lunch, evening tea and supper in
the campus itself. There were 200 volunteers to help people
for their needs. At 5.00 pm there was a concelebrated
Holy Mass presided over by our Bishop Most Rev.Dr.

Soundararaju. There were 60 priests joined with him.

After the Eucharistic Celebration, there was a candle light
car procession around the church campus. The Holy Rosary
was recited with prayerful hymn of our Blessed Mother.
The procession with the candle light, reminded of the
candle light procession at Lourdes in France. When the
procession reached the church campus, the Bishop gave
us blessing of the Eucharistic Lord. This blessing really
filled our hearts with the feeling of great satisfaction. The
whole function and the year long preparation gave us the
thrust to be a zealous missionary, the Call which we

received in our baptism.

Rev. Fr. J. Jayaprakasam
Director — Pious Association
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Birth Days

1 Fr. A.Anthony 02-12-1971
2 Fr. S.Antony Buddhan 05-12-1949
3 Fr. C.Matthew 05-12-1969
4 Fr. A.Sagaya Josephson 05-12-1979
) Fr. P.Chinnappan 07-12-1977
6 Fr. P.John Bosco 08-12-1952
7 Fr.Velanganni Vinothraj 08-12-1974
8 Fr. N. T.Irudayaraj 09-12-1968
9 Fr.A.C.Savarimuthu 12-12-1947
10 Fr. S.Jesu Jayabalan 23-12-1975
11  Fr. A.Kulandesu 25-12-1958
12 Fr. A.Charles Jesu Doss 25-12-1974
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13 Fr. A.Alphonse Doss 30-12-1948

14 Fr. S.Lourduswamy 30-12-1955
Ordination Day

1 Fr. K. S.Gnana Jyothi 01-12-1982
2 Fr. P.Arputha Rayan 03-12-1976
3 Fr. K. A.Rayappa 09-12-1982
4 Fr. L.Susainathan 10-12-1983
) Fr. S.Lourduswamy 11-12-1981
6 Fr. G.Mathias 16-12-1966
7 Fr. A.Rayappan 19-12-1992
8 Fr. M.Rayappa 20-12-1967
9 Fr. M. Packiasamy 21-12-1970
Intention

Let us pray that every country determine to take the
necessary measures to make the future of the very young,

especially those who suffer, a priority.
Calender

01 Sun 1 Sunday Advent

03 Tue St. Francis Xavier, Feast

06 Fri St. Nicholas, Bp., Mem

07 Sat St. Ambrose, Bp., Dr., Mem

08 Sun 2™ Sunday of Advent

12 Thu Our Lady of Gudalupe, Feat

14 Sat St. John of the Cross, Pr., Dr. Mem
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15 Sun 3rd Sunday Advent

22 Sun 4th Sunday Advent

26 Thu St. Stephen Proto — Martyr, Feast
27 Fri St. John, Ap, Feast

28 Sat Holy Innocents, Mrs., Feast

29 Sun Holy Family of Jesus

Necrology

1 Rev. Fr. John Durai 10.12.2009
2 Most Rev. Eugene Mederlet SDB 12.12.1934
3 Rev. Fr. Capiagi SDB 14.12.1985
4 Rev. Fr. M. 1. Jaikumar 16.12.2006
S Most Rev. Antony Muthu 19.12.1980
6 Rev. Fr. Jaganathan Chinnappa SDB  22.12.1994
7 Rev. Fr. Alfred Schup SDB 23.12.1987
8 Rev. Fr. Gnanaprakasam 26.12.1982
9 Rev. Fr. Fidelis Cozzi SDB 27.12.1963
10 Rev. Fr. Dabove SDB 31.12.1981
RIP

In your charity kindly pray for the repose of the souls of
Mr. Kevin & Mrs. Reena (beloved niece of Rev. Fr. Daniel)
who passed away on 18 November 2019. May their soul

rest in peacel!

In your charity kindly pray for the repose of the soul of
Mr. Vimal, (beloved nephew of Rev. Fr. Thangaraj) who

passed away on 20 November 2019. May his soul rest in

peacel!
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