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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

May the celebration of the season of lent lead us all to
Holiness. The body and blood of Christ, shed for us ensures
salvation to all. The invitation of our Blessed Mother to
prayer and penance ensures peace and love in the world.
Once again a great opportunity is given to us to identify
ourselves with the way of the Cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The Ash Wednesday will remind and invite us to
prayer and fasting. Let it not be an outward show but an
inward Conversion and growth in Holiness. Let us all,
Bishop, Priests, Religious and our believers, focus our
attention and meditation on the Cross and realize our
call. We are sinners but called to enter into God’s Holiness.
Let us look at the poor with love and share our fruits of
fasting and sacrifice. May our blessed Mother be our model

and guide.
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This season also celebrates two great feasts: The feast of
St. Joseph, the husband of Mary and the foster father of
our redeemer and feast of Annunciation. St. Joseph is the
perfect model of followers of Jesus Christ. He is the
protector of the Church. The world, especially the Church
which is beset with inequalities, exclusion, scandals may
find in him a guardian and protector. The “Annunciation,”
the great message of salvation and good news comes to us
through Mary, chosen us as the Mother of God. Let us

receive this message with love and humility.

The entire nation and certainly the Church with it, mourns
for soldiers of Kashmir. It is a crime against humanity
and against our nation. Let us bring this in our prayers,
first a consolation to the families who suffer more, the
souls of the soldiers who died and a conversion of the
terrorists. Let them realize that by hatred and Kkilling,
peace and harmony cannot be established. Let us
denounce February 14 attack as mindless violence. But

certainly pray for peace and healing of hearts.

I would like to bring to the consideration of all our priests
and religious, the thoughts shared by our Pope on the
feast day of Don Bosco. | found it enriching and apt for the

situation of the Church.

Pope Francis reflects on St. John Bosco, that priests should
have the courage to see people with the human eyes and

with the eyes of God.
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Priests should be joyful and see things from both a human
and a divine perspective, as St John Bosco did. That was
Pope Francis’ message during Thursday’'s Mass at the Casa
Santa Marta. He encouraged priests to imitate Don Bosco,
who looked upon reality with the heart of a father and of a
teacher, as we read in the opening prayer. It was a
perspective that showed him the way forward: he was
moved at the sight of the poor young boys in the streets,
and looked for ways to help them grow. He walked with

them, and he wept with them.
Seeing with human eyes and the eyes of God

Pope Francis recalled that on the day of his ordination,
Don Bosco’s mother — a humble woman of the land, “who
had never studied in the faculty of theology” — said to him:
“Today you will begin to suffer.” She wanted to emphasize
a reality, but also catch his attention; because if her son
did not recognize suffering, it would mean things were
not going well. “It is a prophecy of a mother,” the Pope
said. For a priest, then, suffering is a sign that things are
going well — not because he is acting the part of “a fakir”,
but because he has the courage, like St John Bosco, to
look upon reality with the human eyes and with the eyes
of God. In a “masonic age,” an age of “priest-eaters”, he
saw “a closed-off aristocracy, where the poor were really the
poor, the discarded, he saw those young boys on the streets

and said ‘this cannot be!”
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He saw with the eyes of a man, a man who is a brother
but also a father, and he said, “No, things can’'t go on like
this! These young boys might end up on the gallows,
[ministered to] by Don Cafasso... no, things can’'t go on
like this.” And he was moved as a man, and as a man he
began to think of ways to raise the youngsters, to make
the young boys grow. Human paths. And then, he had the
courage to see with the eyes of God, and to go to God and
say, “Make me see this... this is an injustice... how do |
deal with this... You have created these people for a
fullness, and they are in the midst of a real tragedy...”
And so, seeing reality with the love of a father — a father
and teacher, today’'s liturgy says — and seeing God with
the eyes of a beggar who asks for light, he began to go
forward. Don Giuseppe Cafasso comforted the prisoners
in Turin in the 19* century and often followed those
condemned to death to the gallows. He was a great friend
of St John Bosco.

A priest close at hand

The priest, then, should have “these two polarities,” the
Pope said: “to look upon reality with human eyes,” and
with “the eyes of God.” And this means “spending a lot of
time before the tabernacle”: Looking in this way made
him see the path, so that he wasn’t going simply with the

Catechism and the Crucifix: “Do this...” with the boys

saying, “Good night, see you later.” No, no. He drew close
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to them, with their liveliness. He played games with them,
he put them in groups, like brothers. And in this way he
went forth, he walked with them. The priest who looks on

the people in a human way, who is always at hand.
Not an employee or a functionary

Pope Francis emphasized that priests should not be
functionaries, or simply employees with set office hours.
“We have plenty of good officials,” he said, “who do their
jobs, as officials must. But the priest is not a functionary,
he cannot be.” The Pope then called on priests to see with
human eyes - and, he promised, “You will receive that
sentiment, that wisdom of understanding that they are
your children, your brothers and sisters. And then, [you
will have the courage of going out there to fight. The priest

is the one who struggles with God.”

The Holy Father acknowledged, “There is always the risk
of regarding the human at the expense of the divine, or
the divine at the expense of the human.” However, he
warned, “if we do not take the risk, we won't accomplish
anything in life.” This certainly entails a degree of
suffering; persecution and gossip begin: “See that priest
standing there, in the street,” with those poorly behaved

children, who “will break my window” with their games.
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Don Bosco, teacher of joy

Pope Francis thanked God for the gift of Don Bosco, who
began to work as a child, and knew what it meant to earn
his bread each day. He understood what true piety was.
God gave Don Bosco a great heart, the Pope said in

conclusion, the heart of a father and a teacher:

And what is the sign that a priest is doing well, seeing
reality with human eyes and with the eyes of God? Joy.
When a priest does not find joy within, he should stop
immediately and ask himself why. And Don Bosco’s joy is
known, eh? Because he made others joyful, and rejoiced
himself. And he suffered. Today, let us ask the Lord,
through the intercession of Don Bosco, for the grace for
our priests to be joyful: joyful so that they have the true
sense of looking at things regarding pastoral ministry, the

people of God with human eyes and with the eyes of God.

May this season lead us to conversion and liberation. Let

us join our Blessed Mother in following Christ very closely.
Yours in Christ Jesus

+ Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju, SDB.,
Bishop of Vellore
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Bishop’s Programme

02 St. Luke’s Convent (CMC), Vellore
04 School Annual Day, Boodamangalam
06 Ash Wednesday, Cathedral

09 Liturgy Commission, Vellore

19 St. Joseph’'s Home, Katpadi

20 Visitors — Foyer de Chartie

23 Education Council, Vellore

27 Recollection

Most Rev. Dr P. Soundararaju, SDB
Bishop of Vellore

Vicar General’s Office

Monthly Recollection

Monthly Recollection for the Month of March will be as
usual on the last Wednesday 27 March 2019.

Very Rev. Msgr. 1. John Robert
Vicar General

VELLORE SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
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Technical Education in prestigious Institutions
JEE (Joint Entrance Exam)
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Birthday

Fr. S.Jeyaseelan 01-03-1959
Fr. L.Ramesh 07-03-1977
Fr. S.James 10-03-1974
Fr. V. Sekar 13-03-1989
Fr. D.ArockiaRaj 16-03-1982
Fr 1.Valanarasu 23-03-1983
Fr. J.Jayaprakasam 24-03-1957
Fr. L.Christu Raj 24-03-1978
Fr. A.Sudharson 26-03-1984
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Fr A.Devasagayam 27-03-1981
Fr. Joseph M Selvaraj 31-03-1954

Ordination Day

Fr. P.Alexander 16-03-1997
Fr. S.Josephraj 16-03-1997
Intention

Let us pray that the Christian communities, especially

those who are persecuted, feel that they are close to Christ

and have their rights respected.

Calender

03 8™ Ordinary Sunday

06 Ash Wednesday

10 1 Sunday of Lent

17 2™ Sunday of Lent

19 St. Joseph, Husband of B. V. M., Sol.
24 3" Sunday of Lent

25 Annunciation of the Lord, Sol.

31 4™ Sunday of Lent
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Necrology

Rev. Fr. Francis Schlooz SDB 20.03.1998
Rev. Fr. M. Arockiasamy 22.03.1990
Rev. Fr. Angelo Codello SDB 29.03.1995
Rev. Fr. Y. I. Abraham 29.03.1995
RIP

In your charity Kindly pray for the repose of the soul of
Fr. Enchyil Kuriakose , SDB., who passed away on 21

February 2019. May his soul rest in peace!
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