
1

Vol. 8                        AUGUST - 2012               No. 08

(FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY)

��������	�



��
��������
��������	������������������ �!"#

Clergy, Religious & People,
Diocese of Vellore

SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF
EPISCOPAL ORDINATION

24-08-2012

Hearty Congratulations !
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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

May God, our Father, on the event of the Assumption of

our blessed Mother, shower on us all abundant heavenly

blessings.

We are happy to celebrate once again, the feast of our

Mother assumed into heaven. This assures us a certainty

of our faith, that one day we will find a place in heaven.

This feast, therefore, urges people to raise their gaze toward

heaven. Heaven is not an imaginary place, but is God

himself. She has gone before us and we can confidently

follow her and in this way she is a shinning example of

Hope, in her son Jesus Christ.

This is also the month in which I must thank the Lord and

the Church for having invited me to be the bishop of this

Diocese. It is a great privilege and a grace. I take this

opportunity to thank the Faithful, the Priests, Religious,

Vicar General and the consulters and all those who

collaborate with me in this pastoral ministry. I must

acknowledge that everyone, especially the priests, is a

source of strength and fidelity. Further this year we are

blessed with two new ordinations.

Deacons S.C. Jeya Kumar and A. Jonas Philomina Doss

will be ordained priests. The Diocese is proud in accepting

them in the presbyterium of the Diocese. I am sure their

presence will certainly enhance the pastoral care of our

people. Their holiness and their vitality will definitively

be the strength of the Diocese. We will remember with
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gratitude their parents, brothers and sisters and their

relatives for these wonderful gifts.

Now I would like to present to you a thought given by

Cardinal Fulton J. Sheen for our meditation on Assumption

and life.

“Life is the second philosophical pillar on which the

Assumption rests. Life is unitive; death is divisive.

Goodness is the food of life, as evil is the food of death.

Errant sex impulses are the symbol of the body’s division

from God as a result of original sin. Death is the last

stroke of that division. Wherever there is sin, there is

multiplicity: the Devil says, “My name is Legion; there are

many of us.” (Mark 5:9.) But life is immanent activity. The

higher the life, the more immanent is the activity, says

St. Thomas. The plant drops its fruit from a tree, the animal

drops its kind for a separate existence, but the spiritual

mind of man begets the fruit of a thought which remains

united to the mind, although distinct from it. Hence

intelligence and life are intimately related. Da mihi

intellectum et vivam. God is perfect life because of perfect

inner intellectual activity. There is no extrinsicism, no

dependence, no necessary outgoing on the part of God.

Since the imperfection of life comes from remoteness to

the source of life and because of sin, it follows that the

creature who is preserved from Original Sin is immune

from that psychological division which sin begets. The

Immaculate Conception guarantees a highly integrated

and unified life. The purity of such a life is threefold: a
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physical purity which is integrity of body; a mental purity

without any desire for a division of love, which love of

creatures apart from God would imply; and finally, a

psychological purity which is immunity from the uprising

of concupiscence, the sign and symbol of our weakness

and diversity. This triple purity is the essence of the most

highly unified creature whom this world has ever seen.

Added to this intense life in Mary, which is free from the

division caused by sin, there is still a higher degree of life

because of her Divine Motherhood. Through her portals

Eternity became young and appeared as a Child; through

her, as to another Moses, not the tables of the Law, but

the Logos was given and written on her own heart; through

her, not a manna which men eat and die, but the Eucharist

descends, which if a man eats, he will never die.

But if those who commune with the Bread of Life never

die, then what shall we say of her who was the first living

Ciborium of that Eucharist, and who on Christmas day

opened it at the communion rail of Bethlehem to say to

Wise Men and Shepherds: “Behold the Lamb of God Who

taketh away the sins of the world”?

Here there is not just a life free from the division which

brings death, but a life united with Eternal Life. Shall

she, as the garden in which grew the lily of Divine

sinlessness and the red rose of the passion of redemption,

be delivered over to the weeds and be forgotten by the

Heavenly Gardener? Would not one communion preserved
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in grace through life ensure a heavenly immortality? Then

shall not she, in whose womb was celebrated the nuptials

of eternity and time, be more of eternity than time? As

she carried Him for nine months, there was fulfilled in

another way the law of life: “And they shall be two in one

flesh.”

No grown men and women would like to see the home in

which they were reared subjected to the violent destruction

of a bomb, even though they no longer lived in it. Neither

would Omnipotence, Who tabernacled Himself within Mary,

consent to see His fleshy home subjected to the dissolution

of the tomb. If grown men love to go back to their homes

when they reach the fullness of life, and become more

conscious of the debt they owe their mothers, then shall

not Divine Life go back in search of His living cradle and

take that “flesh-girt paradise” to Heaven with Him, there

to be “gardenered by the Adam new”?

In this Doctrine of the Assumption, the Church meets the

despair of the world in a second way. It affirms the beauty

of life as against death. When wars, sex, and sin mulitply

the discords of men, and death threatens on every side,

the Church bids us lift up our hearts to the life that has

the immortality of the Life which nourished it. Feuerbach

said that a man is what he eats. He was more right than

he knew. Eat the food of earth, and one dies; eat the

Eucharist, and one lives eternally. She, who is the mother

of the Eucharist, escapes the decomposition of death.”
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May the good Lord bless our two deacons with good health

and Mary, assumed into heaven, continue to assist and

guide them in their priestly life.

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB

Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

01 Wed Mass for Band Master Mr. Devasagayam, St.

Joseph’s Home.

04 Sat St. Vianney Feast, Chetpet

05 Sun Bro. George’s Golden Jubilee, Nammakkal

07 Tue Visit to Pathiavaram & ������ ���	


09-10 TANCEAN Meeting

11 Sat Feast of St. Clare, Adoration Convent.

12 Sun Confirmation, Gandhinagar

15 Wed Assumption Cathedral, Vellore

18 Sat Silver Jubilee, Auxilium School,

Gandhinagar

19 Sun Sacred Heart Church, Hosur

20 Mon Wedding, Salem

21 Tue St. Mary’s Co-Cathedral, Chennai

24 Fri Recollection & Ordination

26 Sun Confirmation, Arni

30 Thu House Warming, Chennai

31 Fri Grivalam, Chetpet

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB

Bishop of Vellore
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Considering the pastoral needs of the Diocese, the
following appointments were made :

I. Curia :

Chancellor : Rev. Fr. A.Arockiasamy

II. Commissions :

Pastoral Commissions :

1. Catechism, Evangelization,

    Catechists & BCC : Rev. Fr. A. Arockiasamy

2. Bible : Rev. Fr. John Baptist

3. Liturgy : Rev. Fr. Jesu Jayabalan

4. Education : Rev. Fr. A. C. Savarimuthu

5. Youth : Rev. Fr. P. Chinnappan

6. Dialogue & Ecumenism : Rev. Fr. A. Kulandai Yesu

7. Communication : Rev. Fr. I. Anthoni Selvaraj

8. Pious Associations : Rev.Fr. Kuriakose Kariakott

Formative Commissions :

1. Clergy : Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy

2. Vocation : Rev. Fr. A. John Baptist

3. Pastoral Council & Laity : Fr. A. Arokiasamy

Social Commissions :

A. Vellore Social Service Society (VSSS)

1. Social Service, Justice & Peace : Rev. Fr. A. R. Anthonysamy

2. SC / ST/BC-Youth : Rev. Fr. P. Chinnppan

3. Chrituva Vaazhvurimamai : Rev. S. Lourdusamy
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4. Women : Rev. Sr. Antoni Rani SSHJ

5. Prison Ministry : Rev. Fr. John Louis SDB

6. Labour : Rev. Fr. A. Charles Yesu Dass

B. Thiruvannamalai Social Service Society (TVMSSS)

1. Social Service, Family & Health : Rev.Fr. K. S. Gnana Jyothi

2. Legal Cell : Rev. Fr. M. Abraham

Co-Coordinator of all Commissions : Rev. Fr. A. Arockiasamy

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB

Bishop of Vellore

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Priests’ Get-together- 4 August 2012

The Feast of St. Maria Vianney, the Patron of the parish
priests will be celebrated on 4th August 2012 at Madha
Hill, Chetpet. I request all the fathers to be present at
Madha Hill at 09.30 am and participate in the Conference
and Holy Mass.

2. Monthly Recollection :

Recollection for the month of August will be on Friday,

24 August, 2012.

Programme:

09.30 am Arrival & Coffee
10.00 am Conference: ‘Year of Faith’
11.15 am Adoration & Confession
12.15 pm Casus & Announcments

01.00 pm  Lunch
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3. Anniversary of Episcopal Ordination of our Bishop

On 24 August 2012 our Bishop Most Rev. Dr. P.
Soundararaju SDB will complete six years of his Episcopal
Ordination. Let us celebrate the day with Eucharistic
Sacrifice at the Cathedral at 05.45 pm and thank the Lord
for the gift of our Bishop and for his leading the Diocese

in the footsteps of the Good Shepherd.

I request all religious priests, and religious communities

to participate in the holy Mass and felicitations at the

Cathedral.

Programme:

05.45 pm Vesting

06.00 pm Concelebrated Holy Eucharist presided over

by our Bishop & Ordination to Priesthood

07.30 pm Felicitations

08.00 pm Dinner

4. Priestly Ordination-24.08.2012

Our beloved Bishop Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB

will ordain our Deacons S.C. Jeyakumar and A. Jonas

Philomina Doss as priests on Friday, 24 August 2012 in

our Assumption Cathedral, Vellore at 5.45 pm. We

congratulate and pray for these new priests.

5. Parish Mass Register

Two years ago our Bishop has instructed that every parish
should have a separate mass Register in which all the
masses registered from the parish should be entered. Extra
Masses should be handed over to the Curia. Once again I

request you to follow this rule.
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6. New Telephone Directory -2013

New Telephone Directory for the year 2013 will be

published by the Clergy Commission. Please check your

phone number, name of your parish, Institution and your

personal mobile number in the present Telephone

Directory 2012.

If anything is to be corrected or added, please do inform

the Bishop’s Secretary before the end of September 2012

and help us to bring out the new Telephone Directory 2013

in time. (Secretary Cell No. 9486424003)

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy

Vicar General
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Hunger and Disease Fund Collection - 2012

S.No. Place Amount

1 Allikondapattu 5,000

2 Avoor 650

3 Chengam 500

4 Eleanganni 9,326

5 Kolapalure 5,000

6 Madurampattu 500

7 Nallur 300
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8 Narasingapuram 1,220

9 Pulavanpadi 1,000

10 Pulivanandal 500

11 Parasure 250

12 Thachampadi 7,897

13 St.Joseph’s Mat.Hr.Sec.School, Veppoor 10,000

                                    TOTAL 42,143

Fr. A.R. Antonysamy
Director, VSSS, Vellore

TIRUVANNAMALAI SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
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HEALTH COMMISSION

On 30-06-2012 we had the DHA Meeting in VSSS hall. We

spoke about the need of the participation of our Diocesan

Health Association members in CHAI 15th General Body

meeting to be held in Dindugal on the 9th and 10th July

2012.

Fr.A.R.Antony Samy, VSSS Director spoke to us and asked

us to take necessary steps for the participation of the

members in the DHA meeting. He also told us to realize

the importance of our service in continuing the Health

Ministry of Jesus.

Sr. Leo

DHA Secretary.
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CHAT Health convention and 15th Annual General Body

meeting at Dindugal on 9th and 10th July 2012 at

Anugraha. The AGBM meeting started with the Solemn

Eucharistic celebration presided by Most.Rev.Dr.Peter

Remigius.

In the Inaugural talk Fr.Tomi Thomas, Director General

of CHAI spoke on the challenges to Health for all. He said

“Health is not an absence of disease but it is the well

being in physical, social, psychological and spiritual status”.

170 members participated in the meeting from all over

Tamil Nadu. From our diocese Fr.K.S.Gnana Jyothi and 6

sisters participated in the meeting. All members in the

institutions are requested to work in unity and

collaboration with each member from respective dioceses.

The meeting was very useful.

Fr. K.S.Gnana Jyothi

Director-TVMSSS.

LEAD VELLORE

Legal Education and Awareness for Democracy (LEAD

Vellore) programme was conducted in the parishes of

Z.Gudalore, Gangapet and Avoor of Vettavalam Vicariate

and Viruduvilanginan during the month of May 2012. On

Saturdays 9.30 AM to 1.30 PM Higher Secondary and
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college students participated in the programme. On

Saturdays and Sundays the faithful were addressed in

groups of Youth, Women and Senior Citizens after the Holy

Mass. During such sessions very important laws of the

Country, which the common people necessarily need to

know, were introduced according to the grasping capacity

of the participants.

Advocates Fr.Jose, Ms.P.A.Lucia, Fr.Freddie S.J. and Ms

Pravina animated the participants. The students as well

as the people had approximately 4 hours to interact with

the advocates. Besides, they were available for individual

consultations and also assured of their continued

cooperation. Many of the participants bought the book

“Sattam Nam Kaiyil’, dealing with important laws, in a

simplified form, which the common people necessarily need

to know. Fr.P.J.Xavier of Claritin Congregation is also a

team member.

The programme indeed was a great success especially

where the Parish Priests organized the programme in

collaboration with the parish council, teachers, SHG and

youth leaders. With added experience we wish to conduct

similar programme in other parishes with the kind

collaboration of the Parish Priests.

Fr. Jose

Legal Cell, Vellore Diocese
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St. Clare’s Adoration Monastery- Rangapuram

St. Clare- 800th Jubilee

Dear Fathers/Brothers/Sisters,

All of you may know that this year 2012, is the 800th

Anniversary of the Birth of our Order of Poor Clares. This

Anniversary comes to its close on August 11th 2012. And

so, it is our great pleasure to invite you and your

parishioners for a Novena Prayer conducted here in our

Adoration Monastery, as a preparation for the celebration

starting from 2nd to 10th of August prior to the Feast of St.

Clare on August, 11th 2012.

We have been spending this whole year praying for each

parish for a whole week. And now you are welcome to our

Monastery on the day allotted to each parish, to conduct a

Holy Hour from 5.30 p.m to 6.30 p.m concluding with the

celebration of Holy Mass (in Tamil). We are happy to invite

you dear Fathers on the allotted days, along with your

parishioners to join us in this time of Grace, rich in

blessings from the Eucharistic Lord. Please do come with

your choir to conduct it. The Holy Hour will be led by a

Capuchin Priest every evening. May your Parish and your

parishioners and families with all its new ventures and

their problems be raised up to the Eucharistic Lord.
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Kindly do visit the Blessed Sacrament and receive

blessings through the patronage of St. Clare, more so,

this being the Diamond Jubilee Year of the Diocese.

Vellore Vicariate Fathers:

   Date Day Name of the Parishes

   02.08.2012 Thursday Kaniyambadi, Kattupadi

   03.08.2012 Friday Sathuvachery

   04.08.2012 Saturday Gandhinagar, Gudiyattam

   05.08.2012 Sunday Veppoor

   06.08.2012 Monday Cathedral, Shenpakkam

   07.08.2012 Tuesday Katpadi, Pallikonda

   08.08.2012 Wednesday Bagayam

   09.08.2012 Thursday Old Town, Pallalakuppam

   10.08.2012 Friday Everybody is invited

Death of St. Clare – Ceremony

Best Wishes and prayers for your Pastoral Ministry and to

your Collaborators.

Mother Maria Goretti

& Community
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Ordination Day

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju

SDB (Episcopal) 24.08.2006

Rev. Fr. Y. Anthony Raj 28.08.1981

Rev. Fr. P. John Bosco 28.08.1981

Birthday

Rev. Fr. C. Antony Chinnappa Xavier 01.08.1976

Rev. Fr. M. Irudayasamy 02.08.1971

Rev. Fr. A. Motchanathan 05.08.1969

Rev. Fr. M. Devenesan 06.08.1981

Rev. Fr. N. Sagayanathan Kanikairaj 08.08.1975

Rev. Fr. D. Panneerselvam 12.08.1962

Rev. Fr. S. Antony Rosario 13.08.1980

Rev. Fr. J. Irudayaraj 14.08.1963

Rev. Fr. A. Lourdu Xavier 14.08.1972

Rev. Fr. D. Paul Arockiam 16.08.1981

Rev. Fr. R. Susai Regis 19.08.1954

Rev. Fr. D. Arul John Bosco 20.08.1981
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Rev. Fr. R. Lawrence 23.08.1972

Rev. Fr. S. Francis 24.08.1976

Rev. Fr. D. Amalaraj 29.08.1950

Intentions

Let us pray for Prisoners. That Prisoners may be treated

with justice and respect for their human dignity.

Youth witness to Christ. Let us pray that young people,

called to follow Christ, may be willing to proclaim and

bear witness to the Gospel to the ends of the earth.

Calendar

01 Wed St. Alphonse Liguori

04 Sat St. John Mary Vianney

05 Sun 18th Ordinary Sunday

06 Mon The Transfiguration of the Lord

08 Wed Dominic

09 Thu St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross

10 Fri St. Lawrence

11 Sat St. Clare

12 Sun 19th Ordinary Sunday

15 Wed The Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary

16 Thu St. Stephen of Hungary
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19 Sun 20th Ordinary Sunday

20 Mon St. Bernard

21 Tue St. Pius X

22 Wed Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

23 Thu St. Rose of Lima

24 Fri St. Bartholomew

25 Sat St. Louis

26 Sun 21st Ordinary Sunday

27 Mon St. Monica

28 Tue St. Augustine

29 Wed The Beheading of the St. John the Baptist

Necrology

Most Rev. Louis Mathias SDB 03.08.1965

Rev. Msgr. John Mora SDB 05.08.1961

Rev. Fr. A. Fernandes 05.08.1995

Rev. Fr. Paul Bazgier SDB 07.08.1965

Rev. Fr. L. M. Arul 17.08.1974

Rev. Fr. Amaladoss Anthonysamy SDB 20.08.1983

Rev. Fr. G. J. Lawson 22.08.1987

Rev. Fr. Jegaraj SDB 29.08.1988

Most Rev. Hubert D’ Rosario SDB 30.08.1994


